V  I  S  I  T  A  C  I  O  N  V  A  LLEY 


Sunnydale  Planning  Gearing  Up 


NUMBER  278 


SFRVING  OUR  COMMUNITY 


SEPTEMBER  2009 


Tai  Chi:  A  Cultural  Workout  Session  in  the  Valley 


by  Victoria  Yau 

Tai  Chi — "slow,  elderly  exercise/' 
"flowing  qi,"  (the  life  force)  and 
"early  morning  practice  in  the 
park"  —  were  some  of  the  ideas 
that  came  to  mind  whenever  I 
heard  these  two  Chinese  words.  Tai 
Chi  was  something  I  might  one  day 
consider,  but  certainly  not  now,  not 
at  the  age  of  twenty-four.  I  thought, 
at  my  age,  I  should  be  doing  some- 
thing more  upbeat  and  lively,  per- 
haps kickrx>>dng  or  body  condition- 
ing. The  only  connection  I  had  with 
Tai  Chi  eighteen  months  ago  was 
that  it  was  something  Mom  and 
Grandpa  did  on  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day mornings  at  the  park. 

After  class  each  weekend  for  six 
months,  1  listened  to  my  mother 
recount  to  me  what  she  had 
learned,  how  she  had  learned  it 
and  how  she  felt  after  learning  it. 
There  were  even  times  during 
those  six  months  when  I  would 
find  her  practicing  throughout  the 
house.  To  that  point,  1  was  not  en- 
tirely convinced  if  she  was  serious 
about  how  "good  it  feels"  to  do  Tai 
Chi  every  weekend.  Waking  up 
early  on  my  days  off  and  driving 
twenty  minutes  to  the  park  to  learn 
and  practice  Tai  Chi  was  not  my 
idea  of  "feeling  good." 

Perhaps  she  still  made  her  im- 
pression on  me  about  Tai  Chi,  be- 
cause she  managed  to  talk  me  into 
attending  class  with  her  in  March 
of  last  year.  1  agreed  to  go  only  if 
my  youngest  sister,  Amanda, 
would  come  along.  I  did  not  want 
be  the  only  "new"  or  "young  per- 
son" looking  lost  in  class.  Amanda 
agreed  and  we  set  out  for  John 
McLaren  Park  in  San  Francisco 
early  that  Sunday  morning. 

Meeting  the  helpful  and  optimis- 
tic individuals  of  the  Visitacion 
Valley  Beacon  Tai  Chi  group  that 


Sunday  has  since  brought  me  back 
to  the  tennis  courts  of  John  McLaren 
Park  weekend  after  weekend  to 
continue  studying  Tai  Chi.  I  have 
become  a  "regular"  in  the  Visitacion 
Valley  Beacon  Tai  Chi  Group.  In 
those  months,  these  individuals 
have  become  more  than  just  class- 
mates —  they  have  become  more 
like  family.  To  most,  I  am  known  as 
the  "young  girl"  in  class  amongst 
my  classmates,  many  of  who  do  not 
know  my  name  to  this  day.  Young 
or  old,  bom  of  Chinese  descent  or 
not,  Tai  Chi  does  not  discriminate 
—  nothing  gets  in  the  way  of  us 
helping  one  another  leam.  Tai  Chi 
helps  us  set  our  differences  aside 
and  brings  us  together  in  the  spirit 
of  learning.  Just  eighteen  months 
ago,  1  could  not  see  myself  practic- 
ing Tai  Chi,  but  now  my  weekends 
are  committed  to  this  "slow-mov- 
ing meditation"  for  almost  two 

hours  each  morning. 

Attending  the  classes  made  me  re- 
alize that  Tai  Chi  movements  are 
more  difficult  than  they  appear. 
However,  with  a  bit  of  persever- 
ance, learning  the  movements  can 
and  will  come  naturally. 

Tai  Chi  has  become  a  part  of  my 
workout  and  social  life.  Socializing 
with  the  elderly?  It  may  surprise 
some  that  my  answer  is  yes.  1  have 
come  to  know  my  classmates  and 
now  feel  comfortable  around  them. 
Practicing  Tai  Chi  not  only  brings 
health  benefits,  but  more  impor- 
tantly, it  brings  me  closer  to  my  cul- 
ture. Surrounding  myself  with  my 
Chinese  elders  helps  me  to  leam 
more  about  what  it  means  to  be  Chi- 
nese, despite  being  American-bom. 
Learning  Tai  Chi  in  Chinese  with 
them  has  also  strengthened  my  Chi- 
nese language  skills.  Conversing 
with  them  also  forces  me  to  utilize 
the  lost  language  skills  I  once  had 


Visitacion  Valley  Community  Beacon 
Tai  Chi  Group  performed  at  the 
Olympic  Torch  Relay  in  San  Francisco 
on  April  9,  2008. 

before  learning  to  speak  English. 

Tai  Chi  makes  me  feel  more  in 

touch  with  my  Chinese  heritage, 
which  gives  me  a  greater  sense  of 
identity  and  belonging.  To  be  able 
to  gain  the  knowledge  of  this  mar- 
tial art  with  those  who  came  be- 
fore me  and  to  share  it  with  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  indi- 
viduals across  the  globe  who  are 
currently  practicing  Tai  Chi  is 
what  motivates  me  to  wake  up 
early  every  weekend;  it  is  what 
motivates  me  to  continue. 

You  are  welcome  to  come  to  our 
Fifth  Tai  Chi  Festival  on  Saturday, 
September  12,  from  12  to  4  p.m. 
if  you  would  like  to  know  more 
about  the  Visitacion  Valley  Bea- 
con Tai  Chi  Group.  Admission  is 
free.  Come  enjoy  and  experience 
Tai  Chi  for  yourself.  For  more  in- 
formation and  details  about  the 
class  and  event,  please  visit  our 
website:  www.sftaichi.com.  I 
hope  to  see  you  at  the  festival. 


by  Beth/  Parslwll 

The  transformation  of  Sunnydale 
into  a  brand  new  housing  develop- 
ment will  take  a  lot  of  hard  work 
and  effort  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
munity if  it  is  to  fulfill  the  vision  of 
a  safe,  affordable,  high-quality-of- 
life  neighborhood. 

For  the  last  couple  of  months,  a 
small  group  of  people  have  volun- 
teered to  serve  on  the  planning  com- 
mittee. Meeting  monthly,  they  will 
work  through  the  myriad  chal- 
lenges of  design. 

What  will  the  housing  look  like? 
Where  will  community  open  space 
be?  What  neighborhood  services 
should  be  included,  and  where? 
Where  should  bus  routes  be?  What 
will  traffic  patterns  look  like?  What 
about  parking  space? 


Special  Fund  Holds  $140,000  for  Visitacion  Valley 


by  Russel  Morine 

Requiring  developers  of  large 
commercial  or  residential  projects 
to  pay  a  special  fee  to  offset  the 
negative  impacts  of  their  develop- 
ments can  help  the  surrounding 
community  better  maintain  the 
level  of  public  services  it  which  it 
has  become  accustomed. 

Visitacion  Valley  has  such  a  spe- 
cial fee  on  residential  developments. 
The  Visitacion  Valley  Community 
Facilities  and  Infrastructure  Fee  and 


Goodbye  to  Julie 

Staff  and  friends  said  goodbye 
on  Aug.  14  to  Julie  Kavanagh, 
long-time  executive  director  of 
Visitacion  Valley  Community 
Center  who  retired  after  29  years 
of  service  to  the  neighborhood. 

Julie'sexperienceand  dedication 
in  the  community  spanned 
decades  which  saw  VVCC  vastly 
expand  programs  and  services  for 
the  residents  of  Visitacion  Valley. 


Fund  ordinance  was  enacted  in  2005 
by  Supervisor  Maxwell.  This  ordi- 
nance places  a  $4.58  per  square  foot 
charge  on  new  residential  projects 
with  20  or  more  units.  According  to 
the  ordinance,  the  funds  generated 
must  be  used  to  address  the  nega- 
tive impacts  on  the  public  realm  of 
the  new  development. 

This  is  done  by  first  identifying  ar- 
eas or  services  that  the  new  devel- 
opment might  have  a  negative  im- 
pact upon  and  then  by  earmarking 
funding  to  make  improvements  to 
remedy  the  situation.  The  funds  can 
not  be  used  to  support  ongoing  cost 
or  to  fund  already  planned  and 
fund  projects.  For  example,  the  fund 
could  be  used  to  build  additional 
classroom  space  at  a  school  near  the 
new  development  to  handle  an  in- 
flux of  new  students,  but  not  to  hire 
a  new  teacher  because  that  would 
be  an  ongoing  expense. 

Based  upon  information  provided 
by  the  S.F.  Planning  Department, 
Visitacion  Valley  residential  devel- 


opments have  generated  nearly 
$250,000  since  the  ordinance  was 
adopted,  all  from  the  Signature 
Properties  development  at  Candle- 
stick Cove. 

In  2008,  $1 10,000  was  transferred  to 
PG&E  to  begin  utility  under  ground- 
ing design  work  for  the  Leland  Av  - 
enue Streetscape  Improvement 
Project  Depending  on  how  closely 
you  interpret  the  text  of  the  ordinance, 
this  may  or  may  not  be  an  appropri- 
ate usage  of  the  funds. 

Currently  there  is  approximately 
$140,000  left  in  the  fund  and  more 
fees  should  be  paid  soon.  City 
records  reveal  that  two  other  residen- 
tial projects  are  close  to  the  point  in 
their  construction  timeline  that  a 
payment  will  be  triggered.  How  this 
money  will  be  used  has  not  been  dis- 
cussed thus  far  by  the  community. 

Those  interested  in  discussing  this 
topic  further  should  contact  Super- 
visor Maxwell's  Office  and  suggest 
a  community  meeting  be  scheduled 
in  the  near  future. 


How  will  residents  be  housed  on 
site  at  one  time  while  new  housing  is 
built?  How  will  good  air  quality  be 
maintained  during  construction?  All 
of  these  questions  and  no  doubt  a 
dozen  more  are  to  be  addressed  by 
the  committee. 

The  people  on  the  committee 
have  committed  to  attending  one 
meeting  a  month.  However,  the 
meetings  are  open  to  the  public 
and  all  residents  are  encouraged 
to  attend  when  possible.  Meetings 
are  held  at  the  Sunnydale  Com- 
munity Center,  1654  Sunnydale 
Avenue,  with  dinner  at  5:30  and 
business  at  6  p.m. 

For  the  date  of  the  September  meet- 
ing, call  the  Mercy  Sunnydale  office 
415-452-9744  or  email  Tonja  Boy  kin 
at  tboykin<5>mercyhousing.org 


Building  Community  at  Sunnydale 


by  Ramie  Dare 

Since  planning  meetings  started  in 
May,  the  Mercy/Related  HOPE  SF 
team  have  been  engaged  in  conver- 
sations with  community  members 
to  develop  a  master  plan  for  the  new 
mixed  income  community  at 
Sunnydale. 

Interpreters  at  each  meeting  speak- 
ing Cantonese,  Samoan  and  Span- 
ish facilitate  participation  by  a  di- 
verse group  of  Sunnydale  and 
Visitacion  Valley  residents. 

The  topics  of  planning  meetings  to 
date  have  been: 

"Identifying  what  makes  a  great 
community. 

"Developing  the  community's  vi- 
sion and  goals  for  a  new  community. 

Tour  of  housing  communities  in 
Oakland  and  South  San  Francisco 
and  soliciting  participants'  feed- 
back on  what  they  liked  about 
those  communities. 

"What  would  a  new  community  at 
Sunnydale  could  look  like:  Creating 
proposed  site  plans  with  new  streets, 
parks,  housing,  community  services 
and  neighborhood  serving  retail. 

The  Mercy/Related  HOPE  SF  team 
is  using  the  ideas  from  these  plan- 
ning meetings  and  its  understand- 
ing of  the  physical  site  constraints 
and  opportunities  to  develop  pro- 
posals for  a  master  plan  for  the 


Sunnydale  site.  Proposals  are  re- 
viewed at  monthly  meetings  of  a 
master  plan  advisory  committee 
comprised  of  residents  of  Sunnydale 
and  the  wider  neighborhood.  Any- 
one who  is  interested  in  participat- 
ing in  the  master  planning  meetings 
is  welcome. 

A  committee  is  being  formed  to 
plan  an  at-large  community  meet- 
ing about  the  master  planning 
progress.  Additionally,  Mercy/Re- 
lated HOPE  SF  staff  are  working 
with  youth  groups  to  create  a  youth 
committee  to  advise  on  the  master 
plan. 

In  addition  to  physically  planning 
the  new  community,  Mercy/Related 
HOPE  SF  staff  are  interested  in 
working  with  community  members 
to  identify  community  services  that 
will  address  Sunnydale Velasco  resi- 
dents' priorities.  Mercy/Related 
HOPE  SF  staff  are  also  interested  in 
participating  in  collaborations  that 
will  help  build  a  stronger  neighbor- 
hood in  Visitacion  Valley. 

The  Mercy/Related  HOPE  staff 
are:  Tonja  Boykin,  Michelle  Daniels, 
Jasmin  Khabay  and  Ramie  Dare. 
They  invite  anyone  to  contact  them 
with  any  questions  or  to  get  in- 
volved. Their  office  is  located  at  1657 
Sunnydale  (near  Santos)  and  the 
phone  number  is  (415)  452-9744. 


Funding  Shortage  Forces  Cancellation 
Of  Fourth  Leland  Avenue  Street  Fair 


by  Russel  Morine 

On  September  27th,  Visitacion 
Valley  residents  and  visitors  from 
throughout  San  Francisco  would 
have  come  together  along  Leland 
Avenue  in  celebration  during  the 
Fourth  Annual  Leland  Avenue 
Street  Fair  (LASF.4.0). 

The  LASF  has  been  brought  to  the 
community  by  the  Visitacion  Valley 
Business  Opportunities  and  Out- 
reach to  Merchants  (WBOOM)  Pro- 
gram as  a  positive  reminder  that  the 
merchants  and  businesses  along  the 
Leland  /  Bayshore  commercial  cor- 
ridor are  here  to  serve  the  com- 
munity. 

Nick  Wolff,  VVBOOM's  Program 
Manger  states,  "We  wanted  to  or- 
ganize a  street  fair  that  brings  neigh- 
bors together  and  helps  them  recon- 
nect with  our  business  corridor." 
Judging  by  attendance  and  positive 
feedback  after  the  previous  events, 
the  LASF  has  quickly  become 
Visitacion  Valley's  largest  and  most 
anticipated  annual  event. 

Nick  estimates  that  nearly  4,000 
residents  and  neighbors  attended 
last  year's  street  fair.  Although  the 
LASF.4.0  won't  happen  this  year, 
WBOOM  is  still  planning  an  event, 
a  smaller  "Block  Party"  (see  article 
"Visitacion  Valley  Neighborhood 
Block  Party"  written  by  Nick  in  the 
...from  the  desk  of  the  WBOOM 
newsroom  column.) 

The  LASF.4.0  was  canceled  due  to 
a  number  of  factors,  some  internal 
to  VVBOOM's  operation  while  oth- 
ers external.  WBOOM's  steering 
committee,  the  group  of  residents 
and  merchants  overseeing  the  pro- 
gram, made  the  difficult  decision  to 
switch  its  "fiscal  agent"  at  a  critical 
time  during  the  LASF.4.0  initial 
planning  process.  The  fiscal  agent 


plays  a  key  role  in  managing  the 
day  to  day  operations  of  WBOOM 
and  is  responsible  for  overseeing 
the  program's  funds.  Without  go- 
ing into  details,  WBOOM  found 
its  reserve  fund  significantly  under 
funded. 

WBOOM  also  found  it  extremely 
difficult  to  secure  sponsors  for  the 
event  this  year.  In  the  past,  nearly 
25  percent  of  the  event's  support 
came  from  cooperate  and  City 
Agency  sponsorships.Nick  states, 
"Sponsorships  were  harder  to  come 
by  this  year,  but  we're  grateful  for 
the  local  sponsors  (See's  Candy, 
NEMS,  SF  Recycling  &  Disposal, 
and  Universal  Paragon  Corpora- 
tion) we  were  able  to  secure." 

There  was  also  some  uncertainly 
regarding  when  and  where  the 
demolition  phase  of  the  long  de- 
layed Leland  Avenue  Streetscape 
Improvement  Project  would  begjn. 
According  to  city  sources,  the 
demolition  of  small  segments  of 
Leland  will  begin  this  month.  From 
a  event  planning  perspective,  plan- 
ning a  street  fair  along  a  street  where 
unknown  portions  may  or  may  not 
be  under  construction  proved  chal- 
lenging. WBOOM  made  the  diffi- 
cult decision  to  cancel  the  LASF.4.0 
in  early  August. 

"We've  built  a  good  reputation 
with  the  annual  LASF.  We  didn't 
want  to  tarnish  that,"  said  Steering 
Committee  member  Molly  Hassler. 
"This  year's  event  will  be  smaller 
for  sure  but  we'll  be  back  next  year, 
tanned,  ready  and  rested.  The 
Leland  Ave  Street  Fair  2010  will  be 
worth  the  wait!" 

Until  then,  continue  to  support 
your  local  merchants  and  watch  for 
other  WBOOM  sponsored  events 
in  the  months  to  come. 


2  •  SEPTEMBER  2009  -  VtSfTAOON  VALLEY  GRAPEVINE 

( Grapevine  Mailbox  J 

Praise  for  Volunteers 
In  McLaren  Park 

1  wish  to  commend  the  young  vol- 
unteers from  the  Jewish  Community 
who  gave  their  time  and  energy  to 
working  on  several  projects  in 
McLaren  Park 

Supervised  by  city  employees, 
the  teenagers  seemed  less  than  ea- 
ger to  get  started  at  first,  but  from 
what  1  heard  from  the  young  girls, 
some  dressed  way  too  nicely  for 
the  job  at  hand,  they  got  right  down 
to  it,  and  the  girls  out-performed 
their  male  counterparts  with  their 
painting  skills.  They  left  a  picnic 
area  looking  much  nicer  than  when 
they  came,  with  a  beautiful  shade 
of  teal  green  covering  the  drab  gray 
that  was  there. 

Before  I  left  the  park  I  saw  several 
young  men  working  a  clogged 
drainage  ditch  with  shovels  making 
the  dirt  flying.  I  stopped  to  thank 
them  for  their  efforts  but  most  were 
simply  eager  to  continue  working 
and  finish  the  tasks  at  hand.  These 
young  men  and  their  supervisors 
were  definitely  showing  their  abil- 
ity to  tackle  a  job  in  quick  order. 

So  in  the  end  McLaren  Park  won  a 
few  more  small  battles.  There  were 
even  more  projects  being  done  on 
tfie  Crocker  Park  side  that  I  hear  went 
on  into  the  evening.  Although  I 
didn't  see  this  first  hand,  I  heard  from 
some  very  reliable  sources  that  the 
jobs  were  completed  in  good  form 
so  thumbs  up  for  their  perseverance. 

I  want  to  stress  the  overwhelming 
gratitude  that  I  feel  for  these  young 
students  who  were  learning  a  valu- 
able life  lesson,  that  giving  is  a  lot 
harder  than  receiving  but  the  re- 
wards for  it  in  life  will  be  great.  I'm 
sure  most  of  these  bright  students/ 
athletes  will  grow  up  to  be  fine  ex- 
amples for  others  and  make  huge 
contributions  to  the  communities 
they  live  in. 

Thanks  to  everyone  who  helps 
keep  McLaren  Park  beautiful,  safe 
and  healthy  for  people  and  the  pre- 
cious wild  inhabitants  there.  Lets 
all  pitch  in  when  we  can  by  keep- 
ing the  park  clean  and  by  continu- 
ing to  pressure  our  city  politicians 
to  preserve  McLaren  Park  as  a  vi- 
able and  worthwhile  resource/ref- 
uge  for  decades  to  come. 
Sincerely, 

Chuck  Farrugia,  Help  McLaren  Park 

Help  to  Avoid  Scams 

Today  I  would  like  to  talk  to  you 
about  a  scam  called  a  Jamaican 
Switch  or  a  Pigeon  Drop.  The  crimi- 
nals play  on  the  victim's  vision  of 
making  a  large  amount  of  money 
in  just  an  hour  of  time.  There  are 
usually  two  suspects.  They  can  be 
men  or  women.  One  plays  the  role 
of  an  incidental  Good  Samaritan. 
Here  is  how  it  plays  out: 

The  victim  is  walking  to  the  super- 
market department  store,  or  through 
a  business  district  or  coming  from  a 
bank.  One  suspect  approaches  the 
victim  with  the  bait  The  bait  could 
be  lure  of  a  large  amount  of  cash,  a 
winning  lottery  ticket  or  even  gold 
bullioa  The  suspect  tells  the  victim, 
"1  am  new  to  the  area,  and  I  have  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  my  bag.  I  don't 
trust  the  banks  or  anyone,  but  you 
look  honest.  lU  pay  you  if  you  help 
me  What  should  I  do?"  The  suspect 
opens  the  bag  and  shows  the  victim 
a  large  amount  of  cash.  While  the  vic- 
tim tries  to  offer  advice,  the  second 
suspect  walks  up  to  the  victim  and 
the  first  suspect  and  say  s,  "I  happened 
to  overhear  your  conversation.  I  think 
I  have  a  solution  to  your  problem." 
The  second  suspect  explains  that  he 
and  the  victim  can  put  up  good  faith 
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money  to  show  that  they  are  hon- 
est and  wealthy  enough  not  to  cheat 
him.  Once  the  good  faith  money  is 
shown,  the  victim  can  deposit  the 
fifty  thousand  dollars  in  his  bank. 
They  all  agree.  The  victim  goes  to 
his  bank,  withdraws  five  thousand 
dollars  and  proudly  shows  his  good 
faith  cash.  A  quick  slight-of-hand  is 
done  between  the  suspects,  and  the 
victim  is  handed  the  bag  of  cash. 
The  suspects  excuse  themselves  and 
the  victim  makes  a  bee-line  to  his 
bank.  Usually  at  this  time,  the  vic- 
tim begins  to  feel  uneasy  and  minks 
this  was  too  good  to  be  true.  The 
victim  looks  into  the  bag  and  finds 
cut  up  newspaper.  He  turns  around, 
and  the  suspects  are  gone  with  his 
five  thousand  dollars.  The  victim  is 
literally  "left  holding  the  bag." 

Bank  tellers  are  trained  about  this 
scam.  If  the  teller  hasa  customer  who 
withdraws  a  large  amount  of  cash, 
especially  when  the  customer  rarely 
deals  in  cash,  the  teller  will  ask  what 
the  money  is  for  or  if  he  has  been  talk- 
ing to  strangers.  Some  victims  actu- 
ally respond  by  saying  they're  going 
to  LakeTahoe  for  the  weekend. 

Some  suspects  are  so  smooth,  the 
victim  will  drive  them  to  the  banks 
and  even  to  their  own  home. 

The  best  defense  to  this  scam  is  to 
be  informed  and  immediately  call  the 
police  when  you  have  been  proposi- 
tioned. These  suspects  hit  an  area  two 
or  three  times  then  disappear. 
Unscrupulous  Contractors 

As  the  fall  season  approaches,  we 
think  of  the  new  school  year,  football, 
Halloween  and  early  rainfall.  This  is 
the  time  of  year  when  scam  artists 
portraying  themselves  as  indepen- 
dent roofers  solicit  work. 

Commonly,  the  suspects  target  se- 
nior citizens  tending  to  their  front 
yard  or  sweeping  their  sidewalk. 
They  will  drive  up  in  a  pick-up 
truck,  and  sometimes  they  will  even 
have  a  tar  kettle  in  tow.  The  suspect 
will  offer  a  free  inspection  of  the  their 
roof.  During  the  inspection  the  sus- 
pect will  walk  around  the  roof  and 
stomp  is  foot  in  a  specific  area.  When 
the  suspect  climbs  down  the  ladder, 
he  informs  the  homeowner  that  the 
roof  needs  a  little  patchwork  and  the 
work  would  only  take  an  hour  If  the 
homeowner  seems  a  little  skittish,  the 
suspect  floats  a  cash  deal  with  a  "se- 
nior discount."  The  suspect  returns 
to  the  roof  with  brooms,  mops  and  a 
bucket  of  tar.  After  a  lot  of  noise  and 
dust,  die  homeowner  pays  the  sus- 
pect (usually  between  two  and  eight 
hundred  dollars).  It  is  discovered  later 
that  no  work  was  done,  except  that 
some  gravel  was  moved  around. 

If  you  are  approached  by  an  inde- 
pendent roofer,  check  for  identifica- 
tion and  see  if  he  is  licensed  and 
bonded.  You  should  note  the  license 
plate  of  the  truck.  You  should  also  call 
a  friend  for  advice.  And  above  all, 
don't  allow  him  in  your  home. 

If  you  see  a  neighbor  interact  with 
an  independent  roofer,  you  should 
try  to  get  the  license  plate  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  truck  first  I  f  you  wish,  you 
can  walk  over  and  introduce  yourself 
and  offer  to  call  your  neighbor's  son 
or  daughter  for  advice. 

To  verify  both  license  status  and  that 
the  contractor  is  current  with  worker's 
compensation  coverage,  you  can 
check  the  following  website:  hftps:// 
www2.cslb.ca.gov/OnlineServices/ 
Checklicense/UcenseRequestasp 

In  either  case,  if  you  feel  the  roofer 
is  dishonest  or  you  feel  uncomfort- 
able, call  the  police. 
Fake  Utility  Workers 

Sometimes,  scam  artists  are  like 
magicians.  They  use  illusion  to  make 
their  victim's  money  disappear  into 
thin  air.  Thieves  pretending  to  be 
water  department  employees  is  a 
commonscam. 

The  thieves  arrive  at  the  front  door 
of  the  victim,  wearing  orange  or  yel- 
low vests  and  look  somewhat  offi- 
cial They  claim  to  be  from  the  wa- 
ter department  and  are  there  to 
check  for  leaks.  They  inform  the  vic- 
tim that  leaks  could  be  responsible 
for  his  unnecessarily  high  water 
bills.  The  victim  allows  them  into 
his  home  to  check  for  leaks.  Usu- 
ally one  suspect  goes  upstairs  while 
the  second  suspect  stays  down- 
stairs. The  suspects  open  and  shut 


faucets  and  even  ask  the  victim  to 
help  them  in  their  charade  Some 
times,  they  will  drop  a  blue  dye  into 
the  toilet  bowl  to  prove  there  is  a  wa- 
ter leak.  During  the  confusion,  one  of 
the  suspects  will  rifle  through  the  bed- 
rooms and  steal  cash,  credit  cards, 
jewelry  and  other  valuables.  The  sus- 
pects advise  the  victim  how  he  can 
correct  the  leaks  and  then  leave. 

If  you  find  yourself  with  indi- 
viduals saying  they  are  from  the 
water  department  or  any  other  util- 
ity and  you  weren't  expecting 
them,  call  the  utility  for  confirma- 
tion. Use  the  number  from  the 
phone  book,  not  a  phone  number 
they  supplied.  If  the  utility  states 
they  don't  have  workers  for  your 
address,  call  the  police. 
Don't  Give  Out  Information 

Criminals  are  becoming  creative  in 
this  age  of  technology.  They  are  able 
to  access  a  great  deal  of  information 
through  internet  search  engines  if 
they  could  just  get  a  little  critical  in- 
formation from  the  victim.  They  will 
use  a  simple  phone  call  to  get  that  in- 
formation by  posing  to  be  a  bank 
manager,  lottery  official  or  salesman. 

A  victim  receives  a  call  from  a  per- 
son posing  to  thei  r  bank  manager.  1he 
suspect  states  they  have  been  moni- 
toring suspicious  activity  on  their  ac- 
count and  asks  to  confirm  their  name, 
account  number,  and  social  security 
number.  The  victim  in  an  attempt  to 
be  helpful  will  give  that  information. 
The  suspect  thanks  the  victim  for  his 
help  and  will  call  again  if  there  is  a 
problem.  The  suspect  then  uses  the 
information  to  withdraw  funds  from 
that  account  or  charge  purchases  to 
that  account  or  opens  a  different  ac- 
count to  leverage  funds  for  purchases 
or  other  fraud. 

Another  scam  is  a  person  posing 
to  be  a  lottery  official  or  salesman. 
The  caller  tells  the  victim  he  won  a 
large  lottery  prize  or  a  free  vacation. 
All  the  victim  needs  to  do  is  to  pay 
for  a  processing  fee.  The  fee  ranges 
from  one  to  five  hundred  dollars. 
The  mailing  address  tends  to  be  in 
the  State  of  Florida,  Canada,  Great 
Britain,  or  Nigeria.  The  victim  mails 
his  check  and  waits  for  his  win- 
nings, but  nothing  arrives. 

If  you  get  a  similar  call  from  your 
bank  you  should  hang  up  and  call 
your  bank  directly.  These  calls  usu- 
ally arrive  after  the  bank  is  closed. 
Don't  give  out  any  information 
over  the  phone. 
Lt.  Louie  Cassanego 
Ingleside  Police  Station 

Need  for  Triligual 
Information  in  Valley 

Vie  following  was  recently  sent  to 
Alex.MMurrilooftlie  S.F.  Department 
of  Public  Works  concerning  the  need  for 
trilingual  information  about  DPW im- 
provements in  Visitation  Valla/. 
Hi  Alex: 

Two  weeks  ago,  when  1  received 
the  English-only  notification  (as  a 
Leland  Avenue  property  owner) 
about  major  construction  on 
Leland/Bayshore,  I  left  a  message  to 
request  trilingual  access  for  our  pre- 
dominant ESL  residents  in  94134. 
No  one  bothered  to  call  me  back. 

Today  I  received  DPW's  blue, 
English-only,  flyer  about  the  10- 
month  Bayshore  to  Rutland  Av- 
enue project  that  will  impact  our 
merchants  and  residents  directly 
or  indirectly. 

Senator  Mark  Leno  spearheaded 
our  City's  Equal  Access  Ordinance 
to  provide  Chinese,  Spanish  and 
English  access,  so  please  be  respect- 
ful of  our  diverse  residents'  lan- 
guage needs  and  provide  the  ap- 
propriate language  notifications  in 
all  posted  signs  and  flyers,  and  in 
a  timely  manner. 

A  high  percentage  of  our  new- 
comer residents  are  not  computer 
literate  nor  do  they  have  comput- 
ers, so  notification  via  e-mail  is  not 
a  viable  option  for  our  majority 
group. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation. 
Marlene  Tran,  Spokesperson, 
Visitacion  Valley  Asians  Alliance 


Library  Campaign  Plans  for  Valley 
Neighborhood  History  Day  in  Fall 


by  Betty  Parsliall 

El  Dorado  School  and  the 
Visitaction  Valley  History  Project 
are  working  with  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Friends  of  the  Library  to 
present  a  Neighborhood  History 
Day  in  November. 

Picture  displays,  panel  discus- 
sions with  some  of  our  long-time 
neighborhood  residents,  interactive 
activities  for  child  ren  and  adults,  are 
just  part  of  the  program  being 
planned. 

This  is  just  one  of  a  series  of  events 
that  will  take  place  over  the  next 
year  as  the  entire  neighborhood 
joins  in  supporting  the  library  with 
donations  and  volunteer  support. 

Can  our  neighborhood  raise 
$100,000  toward  the  library  furnish- 
ings? Computers,  state  of  the  art 


tools  for  checking  books  in  and  out, 
new  shelving,  chairs  and  tables, 
floor  covering  and  more  are  all  in- 
cluded in  this  category.  It  can  be 
done  and  Visitacion  Valley  has  a 
generous  matching  fund  to  help. 

Every  dollar  we  raise  will  be 
matched  up  to  $100,000.  If  you  pa- 
tronize the  VVHP  used  book  sales 
and  buy  a  bag  of  books  for  five  dol- 
lars, you  just  raised  ten  dollars  for 
the  fund.  A  dollar  becomes  two 
dollars  if  you  donate  at  one  of  the 
events  coming  in  the  future. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Neighbor- 
hood Campaign  Committee  will  be 
September  15  at  the  library.  The 
meeting  will  start  at  6  p.m.  with  din- 
ner provided  by  the  Friends.  By 
joining,  you  can  help  make  our  li- 
brary one  of  the  best  in  the  city. 


Small  Businesses  Important  to  the  Economy 


fn/  Senator  Mark  Leno 

Small  businesses  are  the  backbone 
of  our  economy.  In  just  the  last  de- 
cade, small  businesses  have  created 
60  to  80  percent  of  the  nation's  new 
jobs  each  year  and  employ  nearly 
half  of  our  workers.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  we  have  had  a  difficult 
economic  downturn  over  these  last 
few  years.  While  much  of  the  media 
focuses  on  the  ups  and  downs  of  the 
largest  Fortune  500  firms,  the  reality 
is  that  our  economic  fortunes  or  mis- 
fortunes are  directly  tied  to  the  fate 
of  our  independent  small  businesses. 

We  have  seen  a  national  recession 
hurt  all  sectors  of  our  economy,  in 
every  state  and  in  every  neighbor- 
hood. In  2006,  small  businesses  in 
California  represented  99  percent  of 
all  the  employers  in  the  state  and  52 
percent  of  the  state's  private-sector 
employment.  Statistics  from  the 
Small  Business  Administration  indi- 
cate that  almost  88  percent  of 
California's  new  jobs  come  from 
small  businesses. 

As  your  representative  in  the  Cali- 
fornia Senate,  one  of  my  roles  is  to 
help  foster  a  strong  economy  for  our 
local  region  and  the  state,  this  year 
I  am  highlighting  many  of  the  suc- 
cessful and  innovative  activities  and 
programs  of  our  small  businesses. 

With  my  7th  Annual  Small  Busi- 
ness of  the  Year  Awards,  I  would  like 
to  share  with  you  a  little  bit  about 
the  six  recipients  of  the  3rd  Senate 
District's  Small  Business  of  the  Year 
awards  and  how  the  owners  and 
staff  are  helping  to  keep  their  neigh- 
borhoods active  and  our  Bay  Area 
economy  rolling. 

'Cotati's  Liberty  Valley  Doors  in 
Sonoma  County  has  been  in  business 
for  nearly  30  years.  A  manufacturer 
of  custom  doors,  Liberty  Valley  is  a 
model  of  energy  conservation.  They 
placed  solar  panels  on  the  entire 
business  and  are  committed  to  re- 
ducing waste  through  recycling  and 
sustainabilify  programs. 

•Fairfax  Lumber  &  Hardware  is  the 
oldest  business  in  Marin  County's 
Ross  Valley,  celebrating  92  years. 
The  company  is  100  percent  em- 
ployee-owned, and  has  launched  an 
innovative  and  successful  building 
initiative  that  offers  consumers  the 
choice  of  purchasing  sustainable 
lumber,  bui  Iding  su  pplies  and  n  u  rs- 
ery  materials. 

*Petaluma  s  Pelican  Art  Gallery,  co- 


owned  by  Linda  Postenrieder  and 
Donna  Hinshaw,  has  promoted  and 
supported  community  and  public 
school  art  programs  in  Sonoma 
County.  They  offer  art  and  framing 
classes  and  often  donate  their  gallery 
space  for  local  and  non-profit  events. 
*Marin  County's  Quezada  Market 
includes  three  stores  —  one  in  San 
Rafael's  Canal  neighborhood,  one  on 
Rowland  Avenue  in  Novato,  and 
another  in  Napa  County.  Owner 
Fernando  Quezada  is  known  for  his 
community-based,  customer-ori- 
ented business  acumen  and  his  com- 
munity leadership  initiatives,  such 
as  starting  Camara  de  Comercio,  the 
Hispanic  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
San  Rafael. 

*Cafe  Flore  is  a  neighborhood  cafe 
and  restaurant  located  in  the  Castro 
District  of  San  Francisco.  The  success- 
ful business  is  committed  to  serving 
the  local  community  and  regularly 
donates  its  space  for  non-profi  tevents. 
Cafe  Flore  hosts  countless  special 
events  to  raise  funds  and  awareness 
for  a  myriad  of  wonderful  causes. 

•Mission  Pie,  a  coffee  shop  in  the 
Mission  District  of  San  Francisco,  has 
a  unique  business  model  that  contrib- 
utes to  the  community,  environment 
and  economy.  Mission  Pie  works 
with  local  high  schools  and  commu- 
nity groups  to  offer  apprenticeships 
to  low-income  and  disadvantaged 
youth.  It  is  also  committed  to  protect- 
ing the  environment  through  sustain- 
able agricultural  practices. 

These  six  businesses  exemplify  the 
diverse  and  innovative  companies 
that  are  workingdiligently  every  day 
to  feed  our  economic  engine.  As  a 
small  business  owner  myself,  I  know 
that  the  ups  and  downs  of  our  local 
and  national  economies  have  a  tre- 
mendous effect  on  small  businesses 
and  also  understand  how  important 
it  is  to  adapt,  sustain  and  work  to 
recover  from  these  fiscal  impacts.  I 
hope  you  will  join  me  in  saluting 
these  six  Small  Businesses  of  the  Year 
for  our  Senate  District  3  and  all  die 
hard  working  businesses  throughout 
our  state  that  are  helping  our  state 
move  forward. 

Senator  Mark  Leno  represents  the  Third  Senate 
District  of  California,  which  include*  portions 
of  San  Franasai  and  Sonoma  Counties  and  all 
of  Marin  County.  He  can  be  reached  via  the 
urb  at  irnattSen.ca.gov/Leno,  bu  phone  in  the 
San  Francisco  District  Office  at  415-557-1300 
or  San  Rafael  District  Office  at  415-479-6612. 
tir  bu  e  mail,  Senator.Leno@senate.ca.gtTv. 


Grapevine  on  the  Web 

Read  current  and  past  stones  from 
the  Visitaaon  valley  Grapevine  at 
www  visvalleygrapevine  com 


Public  Art  Program 

Public  Art  for  the  New  Leland  Avenue 
Come  see  the  proposals  for  the  new  public  artwork  and  give  us  your  feedback! 
On  view  Friday,  September  11  to  Monday,  September  21 
at  the  Visitacion  Valley  Branch  Library,  45  Leland  Avenue 
Hours:  Monday-Tuesday,  10  a.m.-  6  p.m.,  Wednesday,  12  -  7  p.m., 
Thursday,  1  •  7  p.m.,  Friday-Saturday,  1  -  6  p.m. 
Two  artists  and  one  artist  team  -  Michael  Arcega,  Julio  Cesar  Morales, 

and  team  Rebar,  led  by  Matthew  Passmore  -  were  selected  by  the 
Leland  Avenue  Streetscape  Artist  Selection  Panel  to  create  proposals 
for  a  new  public  art  project,  which  will  be  on  Leland  Avenue  as  part  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  (DPW)  streetscape  improvements  project 
Come  see  the  proposals,  which  will  be  on  view  in  the  Visitacion  Valley 
Branch  Library  windows,  and  provide  us  with  feedback 

in  the  comment  book  located  at  the  library. 
Your  opinions  will  be  shared  with  the  Selection  Panel 
before  one  proposal  is  selected. 
You  can  also  view  the  proposals  online  from  September  11  to  September  21  at 
www.sfartscommission.org/pubartcollection/  (see  the  link  under  the  "Public 
Meetings"  section)  and  email  comments  to  Judy  Moran 
at  judy.moran@sfgov.org  by  September  21  at  5  p.m. 
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...from  the  desk  of  the  VVBOOM  newsroom 


by  Nick  Wolff 

Visitacion  Valley  Neighbor 
hood  Block  Party  It's  on -Sun 
day,  September  27th  from  9 
a  m  to  1  p.m.  on  Alpha  Street 
(between  Leland  Ave.  and 
Raymond  Ave.)  in  downtown 
Vis  Valley  The  block  party  will 
culminate  in  an  unveiling  of  the 
'Community  Mural'  on  the  Al- 
pha Street  side  of  the  Nayarit 
Taqueria  -  98  Leland  Ave.  Art- 
ists including  local  Boys  &  Girls 
Club  Art  and  Technical  Direc- 
tor DanAnh  Nguyen  along  with 
neighborhood  youth  who 
helped  paint  the  vibrant  mural 
will  all  be  on  hand  to  ceremoni- 
ously sign  their  name  to  this  dis- 
tinguished work  of  art.  If  you're 
interested  in  a  30  second 
glimpse  of  the  mural  being 
painted,  search  "Leland  Mural ' 
on  youtube.com.  As  if  acknowl- 
edging this  glorious  artwork 
isn't  enough  reason  to  come 
out,  there  will  be  a  breakfast 
buffet  a  magnificent  break- 
fast buffet.  A  mere  $5  will  get 
all  block  party  attendees  a 
heaping  plate  of  breakfast 
goodies  provided  by  Leland 
Avenue  restaurants  and  pro- 
duce markets  The  best  part? 
100%  of  all  money  collected 
from  the  breakfast  buffet  will  go 
directly  to  the  new  Visitacion 
Valley  branch  public  library. 
The  Friends  of  San  Francisco 
Public  Library  (SFPL)  have 
launched  a  capital  campaign 
to  raise  money  for  much  needed 
equipment  (including  comput- 
ers) and  furniture  for  the  new 
branch  library  and  we're  doing 
our  part.  Friends  of  the  SFPL  will 
be  on  hand  to  talk  to  neighbors 
about  the  new  library.  For  those 
who  want  to  learn  more  about 
other  projects  taking  place  in 
Visitacion  Valley,  representa- 
tives from  Universal  Paragon 


Corporation  (UPC),  San  Fran- 
cisco  Redevelopment 
Agency  (SFRA),  Department 
of  Public  Works  (DPW),  Pub- 
lic Utilities  Commission  (PUC 
and  Mercy  Housing  will  al 
be  available  to  chat  over  cof- 
fee provided  by  Joe  Leland. 
Block  partiers  too  young  for 
coffee  will  also  have  fun  at 
this  family  friendly  neighbor- 
hood event,  as  art  projects 
and  herb  planting  activities 
will  be  offered  for  kids  of  all 
ages.  Did  I  mention  there 
would  be  music  and  live  en- 
tertainment too?  To  recap, 
The  Visitacion  Valley  Neigh- 
borhood Block  party  is  a  Fun 
fundraiser  for  trie  Visitacion 
Valley  branch  Public  Library. 
Come  out  to: 
See!  the  mural  unveiled 
Meetl  your  neighbors 
Eatl  our  breakfast  buffet  for 
only  $5 

Createl  community  art  and 


gardening  projects  for  youth 
and  adults 

Learnl  about  developments  in 
the  community,  including  the 
new  library  and  Schlage  Lock 

Listen!  to  the  cool  music  of  lo- 
cal musicians,  performed  live 

So  mark  your  calendars!  for 
Sunday,  September  27th9a.m. 
-  1  p.m.,  Alpha  St.  @  Leland. 

Surprise. ..BLITZ!  On  Thurs- 
day, August  13th  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  (DPW) 
conducted  an  'Eco-blitz'  along 
Leland  Avenue  between  10 
a.m.  and  1  2  noon.  Designed  to 
keep  sidewalks  safe,  clean 
and  litter  free,  the  eco-blitz  is 
a  reminder  that,  by  law,  the 
property  owner  or  the  ground- 
floor  tenant  of  the  builaing  im- 
mediately adjacent  to  the  side- 
walk is  responsible  for  keep- 
ing it  clean  and  free  of  litter.  It 
is  everybody's  responsibility  to 
keep  San  Francisco  clean. 


Grand  Party  for  a  Grand  Opening  Ifyouheardchampaane  bottles 
popping  ana  noticed  a  party  spilling  out  of  170  Leland  Avenue  on 
Saturday,  August  15th,  there  was  reason  to  celebrate.  Marilyn 
Madison,  Visitacion  Valley's  newest  beautician  (see  our  write  up  in 
July's  Grapevine  column  or  merchant  newsletter  -  The  Visionary) 
finally  made  it  official  with  a  joyful  arand  opening  of  Beautiful  As 
You  R  Hair  Salon.  Around  50friends,  family  andclients  joined  around 

1  p.m.  on  Saturday  afternoon  to  share  a  toast,  snack  on  some  eats 
and  celebrate  the  completely  remodeled  interiorof  the  salon.  Beautiful 
As  You  R  is  located  at  170  Leland  Avenue  and  open  for  business! 
Marilyn  is  available  by  phone  for  appointments;  she  can  be  reached 
by  phone  @  4 1 5/756. 1 450  or  email:  mmhairstyles3@aol.com. 


Did  you  know  it  ran  take  24 
ninths  or  longer  to  get  your 
credit  in  line?  Get  on  trarktoday* 

For  more  information  or 

toR.S.V.P.  please  contort 

LynnBellajlennar.com. 

Visit  our  website  at 

hun  te  rs  poin  tromm  u  nity.  com 


Get  on  the  Home 
Ownership  Track 


LENNAR 

URBAN 


Homebuyers  Assistance  Workshop 

Tuesday,  September  1 5, 2009  ■  6:00  pm  -  730  pm 

Providence  Baptist  Church 

1601  McKkinon  Avenue,  San  Francisco 


E3C1 
[to 
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M^Laren  Parle  f\|ews  ^nd  Note 
Great  Performances  in  McLaren  Park 

fry  Beth/  ParsMl 

August  was  a  great  month  for  performances  at  the  Jerry  Garcia 
Amphitheater.  On  Sunday,  August  2nd,  according  to  the  S. 
Chronicle,  at  least  2,000  people  attended  the  seventh  annual  "Jerry 
Day"  commemorating  Jerry  Garcia's  birthday  and  celebrating  with 
music  performed  by  a  variety  of  bands.  The  weather  was  sunny 
and  the  crowd  was  relaxed  and  happy  to  be  there.  There  was 
impromptu  dancing  and  probably  one  of  the  greatest  displays  of 
tie-dyed  clothing  to  be  seen  in  one  place  at  any  time.  A  good  time 
was  had  by  all. 

The  following  weekend,  the  Woman's  Will,  the  Bay  Area's  all 
female  Shakespeare  company,  presented  William  Shakespeare' 
The  Taming  of  the  Shrew  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  afternoons.  The 
play  is  full  of  comic  moments  and  was  well  played  by  the  cast.  In 
Shakespeare's  day,  men  played  all  the  roles  as  acting  was  deemed 
an  unsuitable  occupation  for  women.  Woman's  Will  reverses  that 
tradition,  and  interestingly  enough  one  soon  forgets  that  the  male 
roles  are  being  played  by  females.  About  85  or  90  people  attended 
the  Saturday  performance,  and  the  audience  increased  to  over  100 
on  Sunday.  The  Company  loved  the  venue  and  say  they  would 
like  to  return  next  year,  something  we  can  all  look  forward  to 

Welcome  Volunteers  Provide  Trail  Improvements 

While  some  people  were  enjoying  the  play  at  the  amphitheater 
others  were  busy  improving  trails  in  other  parts  of  the  park 
non-profit  group  called  Volunteers  for  Outdoors  California  (VOC 
spent  Saturday  and  Sunday  doing  trail  work  in  three  different 
places.  At  the  time  I'm  writing  this,  I've  visited  two.  My  favorite  is 
the  switchback  trail  that  has  been  built  from  the  top  of  the  hill 
where  the  tennis  courts  are  located  down  to  the  path  at  McNabb 
Lake.  Formerly  there  was  just  a  narrow  footpath  that  went  straigh 
down  and  could  be  used  only  by  the  very  hardy.  In  addition  to  the 
imited  use,  such  a  path  lends  itself  to  erosion.  The  switchback  is 
broad,  smooth  and  makes  for  a  gentle  walk  both  down  and  back 
up  the  steep  hillside. 

Across  Mansell  the  trails  above  the  golf  course  have  been 
smoothed,  graded  in  some  spots,  and  reinforced  in  others  to  prevent 
erosion  and  make  for  a  safer  walk.  A  couple  of  steep  "shortcuts" 
have  been  eliminated,  also  in  the  interest  of  erosion  prevention.  I 
haven't  visited  the  third  place  worked  on,  which  is  near  the  skate 
park  at  Crocker  Amazon,  but  people  have  reported  that  a  great 
improvement  was  installed  there  too.  VOC  folks  liked  the  park 
and  said  they  would  like  to  come  back  again.  Hallelujah! 
Many  of  the  VOC  workers  brought  their  tents  and  camped  in  the 
park  over  the  weekend  and  those  who  did  enjoyed  the  experience 

Another  Use  for  the  Big  Field 

The  big  field  off  Shelley  Drive  is  a  favorite  place  for  dog  walkers 
to  start  their  group  walks.  One  Saturday,  we  saw  that  a  small  group 
of  people  had  constructed  a  tower  there  and  were  working  to  put 
together  a  circular  piece  to  place  atop  the  structure.  We  learned 
that  this  was  a  test  run  for  constructing  the  tower  with  geodesic 
dome  for  the  Burning  Man  Festival. 

A  Disturbing  Rumor 

At  the  recent  Friends  of  McLaren  Park  meeting,  we  heard  a  report 
that  the  Recreation  and  Parks  Department  has  agreed  to  a  land 
swap  with  Mercy  Housing  (the  group  overseeing  the  rebuilding 
of  Sunnydale  housing).  The  park  piece  is  the  asphalt  patch  on 
Sunnydale  below  the  golf  course.  Unknown  is  what  the  exchange 
would  be.  This  is  thus  far  undocumented  and  will  be  followed  up 
by  the  Friends  and  by  individuals.  The  Urban  Riders  of  San 
Francisco  is  in  the  process  of  applying  for  use  of  the  land  for  a  bike 
park,  and  other  suggested  uses  have  been  for  community  gardens 
or  a  nursery  for  the  Department.  Stay  tuned. 

Big  Cleanup  at  Sutter  Playground 

Saturday,  September  26  is  the  date  set  for  a  major  cleanup  at  Sutter 
Playground  and  McNabb  Lake.  The  neighborhood  group  Help 
McLaren  Park  is  organizing  their  volunteers  and  will  also  be  getting 
help  from  theS.F.  Fire  Department 
They  plan  to  repair  and  refurbish 
the  small  children's  play  area, 
remove  trash  and  tackle  cleaning 
the  lake  of  debris  and  the  noxious 
waterweed.  Save  the  date  ...  your 
help  will  be  welcome. 

Park  Scan  Works 

Use  www.parkscan.org  to 
report  maintenance/needs  at 
McLaren  or  any  other  park.  You 
can  call  31 1  for  this,  but  with  Park 
Scan  you  can  check  on  the  status  t 
of  your  report.  There  is 
accountability  and  follow  up  that 
is  not  available  with  your  31 1  call. 


VOC  volunteers  working  and  resting  on  the  new  switchback  trail. 


Back-to-School 
Bargain  Hunting 

hi/  loson  Aldertnan 

As  back-to-school  shopping  vet- 
erans, my  wife  and  I  have  learned 
our  share  of  money-saving  tricks  - 
plus  methods  to  lessen  meltdowns 
and  frayed  nerves  that  come  with 
the  territory.  If  you  are  new  to  this 
parental  rite  of  passage  or  simply 
looking  for  a  few  new  strategies, 
read  on. 

First,  create  a  realistic  budget  Cal- 
culate what  you  can  afford  to  spend 
on  school-related  expenses  without 
blowing  your  overall  household 
budget.  Scoring  bargains  won't  help 
your  bottom  line  if  you  end  up  ha  v- 
ing  to  pay  interest  on  unpaid  bal- 
ances. 

Make  a  comprehensive  shopping 
list  Gearing  up  for  a  new  school  year 
involves  much  more  than  simply 
buying  a  new  backpack  and  a  few 
outfits.  Consider  these  expenses  and 
strategies: 

"Spread  new  clothing  purchases 
throughout  the  year  to  foil  sudden 
growth  spurts. 

•Many  schools  issue  lists  of  sup- 
plies parents  are  expected  to  pur- 
chase -  from  pencils  to  paper  to  cal- 
culators. Share  your  overstocked 
supplies  with  other  families  or  go 
in  together  on  volume  discounts. 


*If  your  kids  participate  in  athlet- 
ics, band  or  other  extracurricular  ac- 
tivities, find  out  the  financial  com- 
mitment for  uniforms,  dues,  field 
trips,  etc.  (Try  renting  that  saxo- 
phone first  until  you  know  your  kid 
will  stick  with  it.) 

•Factor  in  public  transportation  or 
school  bus  charges,  if  any.  If  you're 
in  a  car  pool,  calculate  your  share  of 
the  gas. 

*Leam  what  your  school  charges 
for  meals  and  weigh  their  conve- 
nience (and  nutritional  value) 
against  the  cost  for  home-prepared 
food. 

•Many  schools  require  proof  of 
childhood  immunizations.  Learn 
your  school's  policy  and  see  what's 
covered  by  your  insurance  -  or  what 
you  could  access  for  free  at  health 
fairs  or  community  clinics. 

Prioritize.  Once  you've  finalized 
an  overall  list,  prioritize  how  to 
spend  your  budgeted  amount. 
Get  your  kids  involved  in  this 
process  so  they'll  leam  the  differ- 
ence between  "must-haves"  and 
"nice-to-haves"  as  well  as  the  art 
of  compromise:  If  they  truly  want 
those  designer  jeans,  together  fig- 
ure out  a  way  they  can  earn  the 
price  difference. 

Bargain  hunting.  After  prioritizing 
expenses,  start  your  research.  First, 
look  through  the  kids'  closets  to  see 
whafs  still  serviceable.  Then: 


•Compare  notes  with  friends.  They 
may  be  able  to  use  your  in-shape 
hand-me-downs,  and  vice  versa. 

•Check  garage  sales,  consignment 
or  thrift  shops  and  online  sites.  While 
you're  at  it,  see  what  items  you  can 
sell  or  donate  to  make  a  few  bucks 
and  free-up  space. 

•Clip  newspaper  and  online  cou- 
pons. Many  stores  will  match  com- 
petitors' prices  even  if  their  own 
items  aren't  on  sale. 

•Wait  for  fall  clearance  sales  to  buy 
some  items. 

•Although  comparison  shopping 
online  can  save  money,  time  and  gas, 
before  purchasing  anything  online, 
factor  in  any  shipping  or  return  costs 
that  might  undo  your  savings. 

•Understand  your  school's  dress 
code  so  you  don't  buy  inappropri- 
ate clothing. 

For  help  devising  a  workable 
budget,  visit  Visa  Inc.'s  free  per- 
sonal financial  management  site, 
Practical  Money  Skills  for  Life.  Its 
Back-to-School  Budgeting  section 
contains  an  interactive  budgeting 
calculator,  online  shopping  tips 
and  much  more  (http://www. 
pmsfl.com/personalfinance/ 
savingspending/budgeting/ 
backtoschool.php). 

In  these  lean  times,  make  sure 
you've  got  a  sound  battle  plan  be- 
fore entering  the  back-to-school 
shopping  fray. 


Knowing  Your  Rights  When  Dealing  with  Debt  Collector 


Inj  Jason  Alderman 

Like  many  folks,  I  recently  had 
an  awkward  encounter  with  a  debt 
collector. 

Someone  had  stolen  my  credit  card 
number  and  used  it  to  charge  a  hotel 
stay.  Thanks  to  my  card's  zero  liabil- 
ity policy  the  charges  were  quickly 
reversed  and  I  didn't  have  to  pay  any- 
thing. But  unbeknownst  to  me,  the 
thief  had  booked  an  additional  reser- 
vation,  so  my  cancelled  card  was  later 
charged  a  no-show  fee. 

Long  story  short  After  trying  to  col- 
lect the  $350  bill  from  the  thief's  non- 
existent address,  the  hotel  turned  the 
claim  over  to  a  collection  agency.  For- 
tunately, I  wasable  to  unravel  the  mess 
and  got  the  unpaid  collection  re- 
moved from  my  credit  report 

Not  everyone  is  so  lucky  however. 
Although  the  vast  majority  of  debt 
collectors  operate  reputably,  the  Fed- 
eral Trade  Commission  receives  tens 
of  thousands  of  complaints  each  year 
abou  t  overzealous  collectors  overstep- 
ping their  legal  bounds.  Here  area  few 
precautions  you  can  take 

First,  recognize  that  you  are  re- 
sponsible to  pay  off  legitimately  in- 
curred debt.  If  you  realize  you  may 
have  difficulty  paying  a  bill,  how- 
ever, proacti  vely  contact  the  lender 
to  work  out  a  payment  plan.  Don't 
wait  for  them  to  contact  you  and 
certainly  don't  ignore  their  calls  or 
correspondence;  that  could  harm 
your  credit  rating. 

You  have  certain  rights  whenever 
dealing  with  debt  collectors.  For  ex- 
ample, under  the  Fair  Debt  Collec- 
tion Practices  Act,  they  cannot  ha- 
rass you  by: 

Using  abusive  language  or  threat- 
ening arrest 

•Calling  before  8  a.m.  or  after  9  p.m* 
•Contacting  you  at  work  if  you  tell 

them  your  employer  disapproves. 
•Contacting  others,  except  to  verify 

where  you  live  and  work. 
Revealing  to  others  that  you  owe 

money. 

Once  a  debt  collector  contacts  you: 
•Get  the  names  of  the  person  calling 
and  his/her  agency  its  address  and 
phone  number. 

•Take  detailed  notes  of  all  conver- 
sations, correspondence  and  pre- 
recorded calls,  noting  names,  dates 
and  times. 

•You  may  request  that  all  subsequent 
contact  be  handled  by  mail.  Send  this 
request  -  and  all  further  correspon- 
dence -  by  certified  mail,  return  re- 
ceipt requested. 

•Request  that  all  conversations  be 
followed-up  in  writing. 

•Document  any  false,  misleading  or 
harassing  statements  and  include 
them  in  your  correspondence. 

•Ask  for  full  details  about  any  debts 
the  collector  claims  you  owe,  in- 


cluding dates,  amounts,  lender's 
name,  etc. 

•Instruct  that  you  be  the  only  per- 
son contacted,  unless  you  wish  an  at- 
torney to  be  involved. 

•Retain  all  records  indefinitely  in 
case  of  future  disputes. 

•Have  all  agreed-to  repayment  plan 
terms  verified  in  writing,  including 
promises  to  remove  or  adjust  reports 
to  your  credit  history. 

If  you  feel  you've  been  targeted  in 
error,  tell  the  collection  agency,  in 
writing,  that  it  has  the  wrong  party 
and  to  stop  contacting  you.  If  they 


can't  provide  proof,  by  law  they  must 
cease  collection  efforts. 

And  finally,  don't  pay  bills  you 
don't  owe  just  to  make  the  collector 
go  away;  that's  considered 
acknowledgement  that  you  are  re- 
sponsible. 

The  Privacy  Rights  Clearing- 
house's Debt  Collection  Practices:  Wlien 
Hardball  Tactics  Go  Too  Far  offers  great 
tips  on  navigating  the  debt-collection 
process,  including  your  privacy 
rights,  sample  letters  and  where  to 
rum  for  help  (www.privacyrights. 
org/fs/fs27-debtcoll.htm) 


Visitation  Valley  History  Project 

A  Tale  Along  Philosopher's  Way 

by  Betty  Parshall 
the  Philosopher's  Way  in  McLaren  Park  (formerly  Philosopher's 
Walk,  and  no,  I  don't  know  why  the  name  was  changed)  will 
include  a  stop  at  the  Wilde  Avenue  overlook,  which  provides 
beautiful  views  of  Visitacion  Valley  and  the  east  and  south  bay. 
There's  a  bit  of  history  connected  with  this  site  which  I  share  in 
this  month's  piece. 

Back  when  Visitacion  Valley  was  settled,  the  Spring  Valley  Water 
pumping  station  was  located  at  31-33  Leland  Avenue.  The 
reservoir  that  supplied  water  to  the  customers  was  located  at  the 
top  of  the  hill  above  Wilde  Avenue,  just  off  the  road  that  is  Mansell 
Boulevard  today.  Dan  Condon  was  the  supervisor  of  the  pumping 
station  in  the  1920s.  A  woman  helped  to  coordinate  the  flow  of 
water  from  the  reservoir.  She  and  the  supervisor  had  signal  flags, 
and  when  he  signaled  to  her  she  would  open  the  gates  so  the 
water  could  flow  down  to  the  pumping  station.  Another  signal 
indicated  when  the  station  was  full. 

In  the  1940s,  the  kids  had  the  run  of  the  hills,  and  the  Wilde 
Avenue  gang  had  many  hours  of  fun  on  "our"  hill.  We  picked 
wild  flowers,  made  sleds  of  cardboard  to  slide  down  the  hill  when 
the  grass  was  dry,  and  played  all  kinds  of  games  up  there.  The 
reservoir  was  covered  with  a  wood  structure,  black  with  age.  It 
had  peaks  along  the  roofline,  was  about  one  story  tall,  and  rather 
looked  like  a  huge  old  Gothic  house  that  had  sunk  into  the  ground, 
very  spooky.  My  best  friend  Marian  Rado  and  I  would  hike  up 
there  and  peer  through  cracks  in  the  wood  to  look  at  the  black 
water  silently  rippling  under  the  roof.  We  concocted  a  half- 
believed  story  that  a  witch  lived  in  there,  biding  her  time  and 
guarding  her  special  home. 

Eventually  the  reservoir,  no  longer  needed,  was  drained  and  torn 
down.  In  the  1970s,  the  Recreation  &  Park  Department  was 
working  on  one  of  their  periodic  master  plans  for  McLaren  Park 
and  conducted  the  usual  "community  input"  meetings  as 
required.  The  All  Peoples'  Coalition  suggested,  among  other 
things,  that  installing  a  few  benches  and  some  plaques  describing 
the  area  and  views  would  enhance  the  concrete  pad  where  the 
reservoir  once  stood.  "Great  idea"  said  the  planners.  Some  months 
later  we  saw  a  bulldozer  at  the  site  and  thought  our  suggestion 
was  being  implemented.  To  our  dismay  the  ugly  viewing  tower 
was  what  we  got. 

It  wasn't  long,  just  a  few  months  after  the  tower  was  completed, 
before  an  iron  gate  with  chain  and  padlock  closed  off  the  stairway 
to  the  top  of  the  tower  because  too  many  muggings  and  drug 
deals  were  taking  place  there.  While  on  maps  it  is  known  as  a 
view  tower,  I  refer  to  it  as  the  prison  gun  tower  since  that  is  what 
it  looks  like. 

When  I  heard  recently  that  the  artists  for  the  Philosopher's  Way 
are  soliciting  stories  for  their  plaques  that  will  include  this  very 
spot,  I  remembered  the  witch,  and  suddenly  realized  that  the 
tower  is  ugly  and  useless  because  enraged  by  the  destruction  of 
her  home,  she  put  a  curse  on  the  site.  Can  the  goodness  of  the 
proposed  Way  nullify  the  negative  vibrations?  We'll  see. 
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Child  Care  Center  in  Your  Neighborhood 


Serving  the  Needs  of  Children  2  to  5  Years 
Breakfast,  Lunch  and  Snacks  Served  Daily 

Potty  Training 
Quality  Teachers  with  Years  of  Experience 


Applications  Are  Now  Being  Accepted! 

Come  and  Hear  About  the  Exciting 
Learning  Opportunities  for  Your  Child! 

1st  Place  to  Start 
1252  Sunnydale  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  333-2659 

For  More  Information,  Please  Contact 
Sandra  Davis,  Executive  Director  at  (415)  333-2659 


1427  Chapin  Avenue 
Burlingame,  CA  94010 
Fax:  650-558-4200 


100% 
Listing 
Sold 
Rate 


MERGE  TRADITIONAL  MARKETING  SKILLS 
WITH  UP-TO-DATE  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 

Partner  with  Justyna  "Tina"  for  all  your  real  estate  needs 
and  you  will  get: 

'Traditional,  warm  personal  care  with  either  Tina  or  Anna 
answering  your  phone  calls  directly  -  not  voice  mail;  not 
another  representative. 

'Answer  all  your  email  inquiries  within  the  same  day. 
'Get  you  the  answers  within  the  promised  approximate  time. 
'Provide  you  with  FREE  1 5-minute  consultants  by  referring 
to  appropriate  professionals  that  you  need,  such  as 
contractors,  accountants,  real  estate  attorneys,  etc. 
'Enroll  you  in  their  free  market  update  system  on  the 
particular  housing  market  of  your  interest. 
'And  more  (too  long  to  list) 

Justyna  is  a  local  resident  who  lives  in  Visitacion  Valley. 
She  would  guard  your  house  value  as  much  as  treating  it 
as  her  own.  Justyna  speaks  fluent  Chinese  (Cantonese, 
Mandarin  and  Shanghaiese). 


Justyna  To  "Tina" 

Realtor 
Cell:  415-830-1235 
justynato@sbcglobal.net 
www.justynato.com 
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Joe  Leiand  neighborhood 


Keeping  Informed:  Cal-Grants,  CoUege  Savings  and  Swine  Flu 


rm  i 


lis  IS 


The  101  unit  Ashton  located  at  301  Executive  Park  Blvd.  is  almost  complete. 


•Library  Public  Art:  The  artists  commissioned  for  the  public 
artwork  component  for  our  new  branch  library  have  been  selected. 
Mark  Grieve  and  liana  Spector  were  voted  the  artist  team  by  a  panel 
of  neighborhood  and  library  representatives.  Their  proposal 
consisted  of  several  metallic  rings  (recycled  bike  rims)  suspended 
from  the  ceiling.  The  recommendation  will  need  to  be  approved  by 
the  Arts  Commission  on  September  14th,  2009  before  its  finalized. 

*Yahoo:  Join  the  Visitacion  Valley  Yahoo  Group  and  get  the  latest 
neighborhood  scoop  before  it  hits  the  Grapevine,  http:// 
groups.yahoo.com/group/Valley_Eye/.  Or  send  your  email  to 
rmorine^'aol.com  to  be  added  to  the  group. 

*No  Such  Things  as  a  Free  Lunch?:  There  is!  At  Tara  Hui's  place 
in  Vis  Valley  almost  every  Friday  at  noon. .well,  mostly  free  (a  little 
gardening  appreciated  but  not  required).  According  to  Tara,  "A 
few  of  us  have  been  casually  meeting  to  share  skills  and  exchange 
produce  for  the  past  couple  of  month,  it's  been  fun!  We  meet  for 
lunch  (so  far  it's  been  at  my  place),  discuss  needs  and  find  solutions, 
then  do  a  bit  of  work  at  a  garden,  mostly  at  the  Greenway 
Agricultural  Lot.  I  had  started  this  with  the  intention  of  forming  a 
neighborhood  mutual  support  network,  come  join  us  if  you  like." 
Call  Tara  for  more  information  and  directions:  415-467-7691. 

'Luxury  Leasable  Living:  The  101  unit  Ashton  is  nearing 
completion.  Located  at  301  Executive  Park  Blvd  the  website 
describes  the  project  as:  "Nestled  on  a  hillside  overlooking  the 
San  Francisco  Bay,  Ashton  offers  a  unique  mix  of  modem  luxury 
and  green  living,  proving  that  living  smarter  doesn't  necessarily 
mean  sacrificing  luxury.  Ashton  hosts  a  variety  of  environmentally 
friendly  initiatives  that  create  an  exquisite  sanctuary  where  life 
just  feels  good.  Go  green  with  a  convenient  recycling  center 
Breathe  easier  with  an  innovative  air-quality  design  and  smoke- 
free  environment.  Our  oversized  residences  are  also  balanced  by 
an  optimized  energy  system  that  translates  to  lower  energy  costs. 
Here,  opulence  and  good  conscience  go  hand  in  hand." 
www.AshtonSF.Corn 

•Got  Books?  Want  Books?:  Once  again,  the  Visitacion  Valley 
History  Project  will  be  selling  used  books  to  help  raise  funds  for 
our  new  branch  library.  This  time  at  a  new  location. .The  Great 
Visitacion  Valley  Block  Party  on  Alpha  St  (see  article  "Visitacion 
Valley  Neighborhood  Block  Party"  written  by  Nick  Wolff  in  the 
...from  the  desk  of  the  VVBOOM  newsroom  column)  this 
September  27th.  Your  old  books  are  needed  and  will  be  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  next  owner.  Reuse  at  its  best!  Bring  your  bags 
or  boxes  down  to  JOE  Leiand  Coffee  Shop,  28  Leiand  Ave.  Mon- 
Sat  before  2  p.m.  and  receive  a  free  cup  of  hot  tea  in  exchange! 


Church 
of  the 
Visitacion 

Roman  Catholic  (1907) 

Over  a  Century  in  Visitacion  Valley 


Daily  Masses 
(Mon-fri)  7  am.  &  5:30  p.m. 

Sunday  Masses 

8  &  9:30  am  (11  a.m.  Spanish) 
12:30  &  5  p.m. 


Saturday  Masses 
7:30  a.m.  d  5  p.m. 

Our  Lady  of  Visitacion  School 

Grades  K-3 
239-7840 


Religious    Education:    Grades    K-8    (Saturday    only)  239-6723 

Come,  Let  us  worship  together! 

655  Sunnydale  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134-2838 
(415)  494-5517,  Fax  494-5513 

Rev.  Rafael  de  Avila  y  Romero,  Administrator  Pro  Tern 
Rev.  Thuan  V.  Hoang,  Parochial  Vicar 


by  Assemblywoman  Fiona  Ma 

September  is  the  time  when  most 
young  people  have  made  their  way 
back  to  schcx)l.  As  the  State  contin- 
ues to  surmount  the  budget  cuts, 
here's  what  to  expect  in  the  months 
to  come. 
Financial  Aid 

The  Legislature  fought  hard 
against  the  Governor  on  major  cuts 
to  safety  net  programs  and  success- 
fully rejected  the  Governor's  pro- 
posed elimination  of  the  entire  Cal- 
Grant  program.  However,  private 
school  Cal  Grant  recipients  should 
expect  a  5%  reduction  in  the  maxi- 
mum amount  they  can  receive,  from 
$9708  to  $9223.  Since  Cal-Grants  are 
first-come,  first-served,  I  encourage 
applicants  to  maximize  their  award 
by  completing  their  applications  as 
soon  as  possible.  Applications  are 
due  March  2nd  of  every  year. 

California  graduating  high  school 
seniors,  recent  graduates,  or  those 
who  just  got  their  GED  are  invited 
to  apply  for  the  Cal-Grant.  Make 
sure  when  applying,  both  the  FASFA 
and  GPA  Verification  have  been  sub- 
mitted. Many  schools  will  submit 
GPAs electronically  to  the  California 
Student  Aide  Com  mission.  If  you  are 
unsure  as  to  whether  or  not  your 
particular  school  submits  electroni- 
cally, there  is  a  form  available  online 
mat  can  be  given  to  the  school  for 
verification.  If  you  received  your 
GED  you  can  submit  the  test  results 
in  lieu  of  your  high  school  GPA. 

Please  remember  that  FASFA  and 
Cal-Grant  applications  are  free! 
Don't  be  fooled  by  websites  that 
charge  a  fee  for  processing.  My  of- 
fice holds  an  annual  workshop  to 


help  students  and  parents  fill  out 
these  applications,  so  stay  tuned  for 
a  "Save-The-Date"! 

For  more  information  regarding 
the  Cal-Grant  and  financial  aid  op- 
portunities please  visit: 

http://www.calgrants.org 

http://www.fastweb.com 

h  ttp:// www.csac.ca  .gov 
College  Savings  Month 

September  is  National  College  Sav- 
ings Month.  Whether  your  child  is  in 
elementary,  middle  or  high  school,  it 
is  never  too  early  to  start  saving  for 
their  education.  As  a  Certified  Public 
Accountant,  I  recommend  taking  a 
look  at  California's  529  College  Sav- 
ing Plan,  commonly  known  as 
Scholarshare.  This  plan  allows  for  tax- 
deferred  savings  to  be  used  for  quali- 
fied higher  education  expenses.  A 
maximum  of  $320,000  can  be  saved 
per  child.  Qualified  costs  can  include: 
room  and  board,  fees,  books,  and  re- 
quired electronic  equipment  The  key 
to  the  529  program  is  that  any  earn- 
ings grow  tax -deferred  and  qualified 
withdrawals  are  free  from  federal  and 
sate  income  taxes. 

For  more  information  on  the  529 
savings  program  and  other  savings 
ideas,  please  visit: 

http://www.finaid.org/savings/ 

http://www.scholarshare.comy 
Flu  Season 

With  flu  season  around  the  comer, 
prevention  is  the  word  of  the  day. 
HI  Nl,  also  known  as  "Swine  Flu", 
is  now  a  pandemic.  Scientists  con- 
tinue working  diligently  on  vaccines 
to  help  prevent  the  spread  of  this  vi- 
ms. It  is  important  to  remember  that 
"Pandemic"  should  not  be  equated 
to  "Panic".  Theeffectsof  the  current 


Schlage  Lock  Demolition  Winding  Down 


Brown  field  Partners  and  their  contractors  resumed  demolition  activities  on  me 
Schlage  Lock  site  in  mid-August  with  sidewalk  closures  along  the  east  side  of 
Bayshore  Boulevard  currently  planned  through  Sept  18.  Bayshorefrom  Vtsttaoon 
Avenue  to  Leiand  Avenue  will  be  affected  from  Aug.  31  to  Sept.  3,  and  possibly 
on  Sept  8,  with  sidewalk  closures  Sept.  9-10  and  Sept  14-16  from  Leiand  to 
Arleta  Avenue.  One  northbound  lane  of  Bayshore  will  be  dosed  from  9  a  m.  to 
5  p  m  Monday  through  Thursday  until  Sept.  8,  excluding  Labor  Day.  No  lane 
closures  will  be  required  during  work  from  Leiand  to  Arleta. 


JOHN  W.  KING 
SENIOR  CENTER 

500  Raymond  Ave.  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
Phone:  415.239.6233         Fax:  415.239.2262 

Nutritional  hot  lunches  served  Monday- 
Friday  from  12  to  1  p.m.  for  only  $1.50. 
Seniors  and  non-seniors  welcomed. 

The  Senior  Center  has  many  amenities,  including 
our  spacious  outdoor  courtyard.  We  offer  social 
activities  designed  to  keep  seniors  active  and 
information  designed  to  keep  them  informed. 

Paratransit  Service 
Arts  &  Crafts  Chair  Dancing 

Bingo  Yoga 
Computer  Center  Exercise  Center 

Weekly  Strength  &  Tone  Classes 

USDA  SUPPLEMENTAL  FOOD  DISTRIBUTION  SITE 
Weekly  food  bags  and  Monthly  food  boxes 


strain  of  HI  Nl  are  less  intense,  and 
the  death  rate  is  significantly  fewer 
than  influenza. 

If  you  or  your  child  believes  they 
have  contracted  MINI,  please  <  i  >n 
tact  your  physician  immediately. 
Some  of  the  symptoms  include:  fe- 
ver, sore  throat,  runny  nose,  fatigue, 
body  aches,  nausea,  vomiting  or  di- 
arrhea. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
MINI,  encourage  these  basic  hy- 
giene practices: 

*Cover  your  mouth  with  tissue 
when  sneezing  or  coughing; 

•Regular  hand  washing  for  at  least 
30- seconds,  especially  after  sneezing 
or  coughing; 

*Do  not  share  food  or  drinks  with 
others; 

*If  your  child  gets  sick  during  this 
school  session,  make  sure  to  inform 
the  school  of  their  illness  and  keep 
him  or  her  home  until  he  or  she  gets 
better.  It  is  recommended  that  any 
person  who  is  ill  stay  home  for  7- 
days  or  until  symptom  free  for  24- 
hours,  whichever  one  is  longer.  This 
is  to  ensure  heath  and  prevent  the 
virus  from  spreading. 

For  more  information  on  H 1 N 1  and 
prevention  please  visit:  http:// 
www.cdph.ca.gov/HealthInfo/ 
discond/Pages/Swinelnfluenza.aspx 


C 


Book  Review 


Images  of  the  S.F.  Zoo 

In  1922,  philanthropist  and  presi- 
dent of  the  San  Francisco  Parks 
Commission,  Herbert  Fleishhacker, 
purchased  a  60-acre  site  in  south- 
western San  Francisco.  Fleishhacker 
Pool  was  built  in  1925  and  an  ad- 
joining zoo  added  in  1929. 

Originally  called  Fleishhacker 
Zoo,  it  featured  a  variety  of  exotic 
wildlife.  Major  exhibits  were  built 
in  the  1930s  Depression  era  as  part 
of  the  Work  Progress  Administra- 
tion (WPA). 

San  Francisco  Zoo  (Images  of 
America)  (Arcadia  Publishing, 
$21.99)  by  Katherine  Girtich  cel- 
ebrates the  San  Francisco  Zoo's  80- 
year  history  as  it  revisits  cherished 
animals  and  structures  like  Mon- 
key Island,  Storyland,  and  Dentzel 
Carousel. 

A  fifth-generation  native  San 
Franciscan,  Girlich  has  lived  in  the 
shadow  of  the  zoo  all  her  life.  As  a 
child,  she  was  lulled  to  sleep  by  the 
soothing  sounds  of  the  lions'  roar- 
ing and  the  trumpeting  elephants. 
At  age  12,  she  became  a  volunteer 
on  the  Nature  Trail  and  continues 
to  spend  her  weekends  and  sum- 
mers as  a  junior  zoologist,  caring  for 
the  animals  in  the  Koret  Animal 
Resource  Center. 

The  zoo  holds  a  special  place  in 
the  hearts  of  many,  as  it  is  a  great 
San  Francisco  treasure  along  the 
foggy  shores  of  Ocean  Beach. 

[Cooking  Comer) 

Zesty  Southwest  Burgers 
With  Cilantro  Slaw 

1  bag  Success  White  Rice  or 
Brown  Rice;  Vi  cup  ranch  salad 
dressing;  2  cups  shredded  cabbage; 
3  tbsps.  cilantro,  minced;  1  lb. 
ground  chuck;  2'/z  tbsps.  hot  and 
spicy  taco  seasoning  mix;  2  tbsps. 
vegetable  oil;  4  hamburger  buns. 

Prepare  rice  according  to  pack- 
age directions.  Let  cool  for  five 
minutes.  To  make  cilantro  slaw.  In 
large  bowl  combine  ranch  salad 
dressing,  cabbage  and  cilantro. 
Toss  to  combine;  cover  and  refrig- 
erate until  serving. 

In  large  bowl,  combine  rice, 
ground  chuck  and  taco  seasoning 
mix.  Form  into  four  patties  sized 
slightly  larger  than  hamburger 
buns. 

Heat  vegetable  oil  in  large  skillet 
over  medium  heat.  Add  patties 
and  cook  to  medium  well  (10  to  1 2 
minutes  or  until  center  is  165°  F), 
turning  once. 

To  serve,  on  each  hamburger  bot- 
tom bun,  place  a  cooked  patty,  an 
equal  amount  of  slaw  and  top  bun. 
Serves  four  naps 


EarttiTalkJ 


Cars  That  Run  on  Water? 

Dear  EarthTalk:  I've  heard  that 
cars  can  be  modified  to  run  on  wa- 
ter. How  is  this  possible? 
-Diane  McMorris,  Rockport,  ME 

There  are  a  number  of  online  mar- 
keting offers  of  kits  that  will  con- 
vert your  car  to  "run  on  water,"  but 
these  should  be  viewed  skeptically 
These  kits,  which  attach  to  the  car's 
engine,  use  electrolysis  to  split  the 
water  (H20)  into  its  component 
molecules  — hydrogen  and  oxy- 
gen—and then  inject  the  resulting 
hydrogen  into  the  engine's  combus- 
tion process  to  power  the  car  along 
with  the  gasoline.  Doing  this,  they 
say,  makes  the  gasol  ine  bu m  cleaner 
and  more  completely,  thus  making 
the  engine  more  efficient. 

But  experts  say  the  energy  equa- 
tion on  this  type  of  system  is  not,  in 
reality,  efficient  at  all.  For  one,  the 
electrolysis  process  uses  energy, 
such  as  electricity  in  the  home  or  the 
on-board  car  battery,  to  operate.  By 
the  laws  of  nature,  men,  the  system 
uses  more  energy  making  hydro- 
gen than  the  resulting  hydrogen  it- 
self can  supply,  according  to  Dr. 
Fabio  Chiara,  research  scientist  in 
alternative  combustion  at  the  Cen- 
ter for  Automotive  Research  at  Ohio 
State  University. 

Moreover,  Chiara  says,  the 
amount  of  greenhouse  gases  pro- 
duced by  the  vehicle  "would  be 
much  larger,  because  two  com- 
bustion processes  [gasoline  and 
hydrogen]  are  involved."  Finally, 
there  is  a  safety  consideration  for 
consumers  who  add  these  devices 
to  their  cars.  "H2  is  a  highly  flam- 
mable and  explosive  gas,"  he  says, 
and  would  require  special  care  in 
installation  and  use. 

The  electrolysis  process  could  be 
viable  in  saving  energy  if  a  renew- 
able, non-polluting  energy  source 
such  as  solar  or  wind  could  be  har- 
nessed to  power  it,  although  cap- 
turing enough  of  that  energy 
source  on  board  the  car  would  be 
another  hurdle. 

Researchers  today  put  more  fo- 
cus on  using  hydrogen  to  power 
fuel  cells,  which  can  replace  inter- 
nal combustion  engines  to  power 
cars  and  emit  only  water  from  the 
tailpipe.  And  though  hydrogen  is 
combustible  and  can  power  an  in- 
ternal combustion  engine,  to  use 
hydrogen  in  that  way  would 
squander  its  best  potential:  to 
power  a  fuel  cell. 

Hyd  rogen  fuel  cell  cars  are  gaining 
traction,  but  commercialization  of 
hydrogen  fuel  has  not  yet  been  ac- 
complished. "The  potential  benefits 
of  fuel  cells  are  significant"  say  re- 
searchers at  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Energy's  National  Renewable  Energy 
Laboratory  (NREL).  "(Hjowever, 
many  challenges  must  be  overcome 

(  Grapevine  Classified  j 

WCC  BOARD  MEETINGS:  Vsrtaoon  Valley 
Community  Center  (WCC)  regular  monthly 
Board  meetings,  held  the  4th  Thursday  of  each 
month  at  6  p  m ,  except  December  and  May .  are 
open  to  the  public  Board  members  are  selected 
by  the  mem-bers  of  the  community  center  with 
dues  currently  pad,  at  the  Annual  Membership 
meeting  held  the  3rd  Satu  rday  in  May  each  year 
Any  vacancies  that  occur  on  the  Board  due  to 
uncompleted  3-year  terms  of  membership  are 
filled  by  appointment  of  the  remaining  Board 
members  At  least  75%  of  our  Board  members 
must  reside  in  Visitaaon  Valley  Persons 
interested  in  Board  membership  are  encour 
aged  to  send  a  letter  of  interest  to  Board  of 
Directors  Devetopment  Committee,  Visitaaon 
Valley  Community  Center,  50  Raymond 
Avenue,  San  Franctsco,  C A  94134  Please  let 
the  Board  know  what  you  could  contnbute  that 
will  enhance  and  improve  our  organization  for 
better  service  to  our  community  You  will  be 
contacted  and  your  letter  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Board  for  consideration  at  either  the  next  Annual 
election  or  of  any  available  open  positions  that 
mght  occur  within  the  coming  year 
GRAPEVINE  DISPLAY  ADVERTISING:  new 
limiteoMime  rates  Full  Page  $60, 1/2  Page  $33  75, 
1/4Page$18  75, 1/8Page$10, 1/12Page$8, 1/16 
Page  $6  Generous  discount  for  three  or  more 
insertions  CaO  (415)  467-9300  for  more  detafe 
Classified:  20  words  for  $1  Extra  line  50  cents 
Ad  and  payment  should  be  received  by  15th  of 
prior  month  at  Visitaaon  Valley  Grapevine,  50 
Raymond  Ave  San  Franosco,  CA  94134 


before  fuel  cell  systems  will  be 
a  competitive  alternative  for 
consumers." 

The  state  of  California  operates 
a  "Hydrogen  I  lighway"  program 
that  supports  development  of  hy- 
drogen fuel  cell  technology  and 
infrastructure.  And  many  compa- 
nies are  working  on  ways  to  pro- 
duce, store  and  dispense  hydro- 
gen. Cars  powered  by  fuel  cells 
are  in  prototype  stages  now,  near- 
ing  production. 

While  we  all  wait  to  see  how  that 
shakes  out,  the  best  choice  today  for 
high  mileage  and  low  emissions  is 
still  the  gasoline/electric  hybrid  car. 

Dear  EarthTalk:  I've  heard  so 
much  about  using  Borax  for  green 
housecleaning.  But  if  this  mineral 
has  to  be  mined,  doesn't  that  ne- 
gate some  of  its  "green-ness?" 
-Elsa,  Lincoln,  Nebraska 

Mining  for  minerals  such  as  boron 
(the  key  ingredient  in  the  "Borax" 
we  use  for  cleaning,  pest  control  and 
other  household  tasks)  is  an  activity 
that  typically  leaves  behind  a  big 
environmental  footprint.  Mining 
degrades  the  local  landscape  and 
destroys  wildlife  habitat,  while  pol- 
luting both  air  and  water.  It  also  usu- 
ally consumes  large  amounts  of 
water,  which  can  be  taxing  in  already 
arid  regions,  such  as  the  Moiave 
Desert,  one  of  two  regions  of  the 
world  (along  with  parts  of  Turkey) 
with  large  boron  deposits. 

Typically,  boron  is  extracted  in 
open-pit  mines  by  drilling,  blasting, 
crushing  and  hauling— all  activities 
fueled  by  petrochemicals.  The  re 


fining  process  then  uses  a  significant 
amount  of  water.  Finally,  the  waste 
pnxiuct  -  known  in  the  industry  as 
"tailings" —  is  deposited  in  man- 
made  ponds  where  further  refining 
is  done  before  the  water  is  then  dis- 
charged into  the  local  watershed. 

The  mining  industry  has  long 
been  criticized  as  an  environmen- 
tal baddie,  but  the  leading  com- 
pany that  mines  Borax,  Rio  Tinto, 
has  actually  been  given  high 
marks  for  environmental  steward- 
ship Jared  Diamond's  2005  book, 
"Collapse:  How  Societies  Choose 
to  Fail  or  Succeed"  called  the  Brit- 
ish mining  giant  the  exception  in 
its  industry.  Due  to  "a  strongly 
supportive  CEO  and  British  stock- 
holders," he  wrote,  the  company 
moved  forward  with  the  2002  en- 
vironmental recommendations  of 
the  mining  industry's  Mining 
Minerals  and  Sustainable  Devel- 
opment project  that  were  for  the 
most  part  ignored  by  the  rest  of 
the  industry.  "Rio  Tinto  foresaw 
business  advantages  to  being  seen 
as  an  industry  leader  in  social  re- 
sponsibility," said  Diamond.  "Its 
Borax  mine  in  Death  Valley,  Cali- 
fornia is  now  perhaps  the  most 
cleanly  operated  mine  in  the  U.S." 

Boron,  oxygen  and  sodium  make 
up  sodium  tetraborate,  which  is 
sold  as  "20  Mule  Team  Borax"  (the 
name  comes  from  the  teams  of  18 
mules  and  two  horses  that  would 
haul  large  wagons  of  processed  bo- 
rax from  mines  in  the  late  1800s  to 
the  nearest  railroad  spur).  The  pow- 
dered detergent  is  considered  a 


least-toxic  recipe  as  a  natural  dis-  visrrAaoN  valley  grapevine -September  mot -7 

infectant  and  household  cleaner.  Be-  and  its  salts  are  of  low  toxicity, 

yond  cleaning  formulations,  boron  (However,  ingesting  it  or  applying 

is  also  used  in  a  wide  variety  of  other  large  amounts  to  the  skin  can  cause 

products,  including  the  manufacture  acute  poisoning,  so  parents  should 

of  fiberglass  and  Pyn  \  be  vigilant  about  where  they  store 

Pest  control  is  another  use.  One  and  use  products  containing  Borax.) 

boron  compound  is  used  to  treat  Emerging  uses  of  boron,  and  new 

wood  to  prevent  fungal  decay  and  ways  to  recycle  its  waste,  may  make 

repel  carpenter  ants,  roaches  and  ter-  thismineral  even  more  valuable.  A 

mites.  Boric  acid  is  included  on  the  Turkish  researcher  notes  that  borax 

national  list  of  allowed  substances  waste  added  to  red  bricks  and  ce- 

for  structural  pest  control  in  organic  ment  products  increases  strength 

food  production  (as  long  as  there  is  and  lifespan.  And  at  the  National 

no  direct  contact  with  food  or  crops).  Boron  Research  Institute  in  Turkey, 

The  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  it  is  being  studied  as  an  element  to 

Agency  has  determined  that  pesti-  produce  fuel  cells  and  to  aid  in  can- 

cide  products  containing  boric  acid  cer  treatment. 

Some  Tips  to  Minimize  Colds  and  Flu 


The  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
estimates  mat  nearly  22  million  school 
days  are  lost  to  the  common  cold  ev- 
ery year.  This  is  no  surprise  to  moms, 
according  to  a  survey  conducted  by 
Braun  Research.  Nine  in  10  moms 
agree  that  other  children  who  go  to 
school  with  cold  or  flu  viruses  have 
caused  their  child  to  get  sick. 

To  share  some  easy  strategies  for 
minimizing  exposure  to  cold  and 
flu  bugs,  the  Kleenex  brand  has 
teamed  up  with  school  nurse  jean 
Grabeel.  A  mother  of  two  with  over 
30  years  of  experience  in  the  health 
care  field,  Grabeel  sees  thousands 
of  students  each  year. 

Here  are  some  tips  jean  recom- 
mends practicing  year-round: 

•Wash  your  hands  often  and  for  a 
minimum  of  15  seconds,  especially 
before  eating,  after  playing  outside 


or  using  the  restroom. 

•Sneezes  can  spray  100,000  infec- 
tious droplets  into  the  air  at  200 
miles  per  hour  and  land  three  feet 
forward!  Whenever  possible,  use  a 
disposable  facial  tissue  and  then 
throw  it  away. 

*Cold  and  flu  viruses  are  around 
all  year  long,  so  ifs  important  to  get 
on  an  effective  sleep  cycle  and  drink 
plenty  of  fluids  to  help  boost  your 
immune  system. 

•Sixty-five  percent  of  moms  admit 
that  their  child  has  been  sent  home 
from  school  sick.  Help  avoid  this  by 
keeping  your  loved  ones  home 
when  they're  under  the  weather. 

•Cold  and  flu  viruses  can  live  up 
to  24  hours  on  regular  tissues-note- 
worthy, since  three-quarters  of 
moms  admit  to  handling  their 
family's  used  facial  tissues,  naps 
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Police  Report  a 

Police  Cases 

*On  July  24  at  4  51  a  m  on  the  1800  block  of 
Geneva  Avenue,  an  officer  was  on  patrol  and 
saw  a  moving  vehde  that  dkj  not  have  a  front 
license  plate  The  officer  effected  a  traffic  en- 
forcement stop  and  contacted  the  driver,  who 
happened  to  have  a  suspended  license  The 
dnver  was  ated  and  the  vehde  was  towed  At 
524am  ontheunitblockofBlythdaleAvenue. 
officers  responded  toa  report  of  afight  between 
fnends  When  the  officers  arrived,  the  resident 
sad  that  she  and  her  trend  had  been  dnnking 
and  got  into  an  argument  over  a  boyfriend  The 
two  then  began  throwing  items  at  each  other 
resulting  in  a  broken  window  to  the  public  hous- 
ing unit  The  resident  and  her  friend  did  not 
want  the  police  to  take  any  action  other  than 
documenting  the  damage  so  that  the  wndow 
could  get  replaced  At  5  35  a  m  on  the  3400 
block  of  San  Bruno  Avenue,  officers  responded 
to  a  call  of  a  purse  snatch  An  elderly  female 
was  walking  on  the  sidewalk  when  an  unknown 
male  ran  up  behind  her  and  pulled  her  purse 
off  of  her  shoulder  The  suspect  made  off  with 
the  purse  which  contaned  some  cash  and  a 
watch  At  4  49  p.m.  on  the  1500  block  of 
Sunnydale  Avenue  officers  were  dspatched 
to  a  report  of  a  shooting  The  officers  located  a 
female  victim  with  a  gunshot  wound  to  the 
bridge  of  her  nose  A  witness  reported  seeing 
the  victim  and  her  son  walk  out  of  the  comer 
store  when  gunfire  rang  out  from  an  unknown 
location  The  victim  and  her  son  dropped  to 
the  ground  and  took  cover,  but  the  victim  sus- 
tained a  grazing  wound  to  her  nose  Officers 
search  the  area  but  were  unable  to  locate 
any  suspects 

•On  Jufy  25  at  11 40  pm  on  the  200  block  of 
Brussels  Street  officers  responded  to  a  call  re- 
garding a  house  that  was  shot  up  wrth  a  BB 
gun  Officers  met  wrth  and  spoke  to  the  victim 
who  tokj  them  tha  she  heard  four  to  five  shots 
and  then  found  that  her  upstars  window  had 
been  shot  with  BBs  Officers  rjd  notlocate  any 
suspects 

'On  July  26  at  1  25  p  m  at  Velasco  and 
Argonaut  avenues,  an  officer  was  on  patrol 
and  observed  a  driver  operating  a  moving 
vehicle  while  holding  a  cell  phone  to  her  ear 
The  officer  effected  a  traffic  enforcement  stop 
and  discovered  that  the  dnver  was  unli- 
censed The  dnver  was  ated  and  the  ve- 
hicle was  towed  At  1:20  pm  on  the  1400 
block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  report  of  an  auto  boosting  The 
victim  said  that  he  returned  to  his  parked 
car  to  find  a  window  smashed  and  work  tools 
missing  out  of  the  vehicle  At  10  01  p  m  at 
Velasco  and  Rio  Verde  avenues,  officers 
were  dispatched  to  a  call  of  a  robbery  at 
gunpoint  The  officers  were  met  by  a  father 
and  his  two  sons  The  father  said  that  he 
and  his  sons  had  just  returned  from  picking 
up  a  pizza  While  they  were  still  inside  the 
car,  five  unknown  male  suspects  ran  up  on 
them  and  one  suspect  pointed  a  black  hand- 
gun at  them  through  the  window  The  other 
suspects  reached  in  and  took  wallets  and 
money  from  the  father  and  his  two  sons  The 
suspects  then  grabbed  the  pizzas  and  dis- 
appeared on  foot  At  10  23pm  on  the  2700 
block  of  San  Bruno  Avenue,  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  call  regarding  a  person  with  a 
gun  Officers  located  a  suspect,  who  had  a 
gun  sticking  out  of  his  pocket.  An  officer  dis- 
armed the  suspect  and  he  was  taken  into 
custody 

*On  Jury  27  at  1 30  a  m  on  the  100  block  of 
Brythdale  Avenue,  officers  were  dspatched  to 
a  called  a  suspoous  person  Upcnthar  arrival, 
the  officers  located  and  detaned  the  mae  sub- 
ject After  an  investigation,  the  officers  teamed 
tha  the  subject  was  a  wanted  parolee  The 
subject  was  booked  a  county  jal  At  146  a  m 
a  Sunnydale  Avenue  and  Santos  Street  offic- 
ers were  on  parol  when  they  witnessed  a  Daly 
City  patrol  car  attempt  to  mibate  a  traffic  en- 
forcement stop  of  a  carjacking  vehicle  The 
suspect  vehicle  radtoally  increased  hs  speed 
in  an  attempt  to  flee  the  Daly  City  police  officer 
BecaiseitwasasingteDatyOtypolioe  unit  in 
pursuit  of  a  violent  cnrmnal  heading  towards 
the  Sunnydale  pubic  housing  units,  the  offic- 
ers pulled  in  behind  the  Day  City  officer  to  as- 
set him  The  suspect  eventualty  crashed  into  a 
fence  and  fled  from  the  scene  on  foot  The 
Daly  City  police  officer,  after  chasing  the 
carjacking  suspect  on  foot  through  the 
Sunnydale  Housing  units,  was  able  to  appre- 
hend the  fleang  felon  The  suspect  was  booked 
for  carjacking  and  driving  unlicensed 

"On  July  28  a  10/42  am  on  the  200  block 
Sawyer  Street  officers  responded  to  a  burcjary 
m  progress  and  detaned  the  subject  The  wit- 
ness  tokj  the  officers  tha  the  subject  had  tned 
the  doorknob  and  rang  the  doorbell  before 
throwing  small  rocks  at  a  premise  However, 


no  damage  was  done  and  entry  was  never 
made  The  subject  was  admonished  and  re- 
leased At  10  42  a  m  on  the  unit  block 
BrookdaieAvenue,  officers  responded  to  a  call 
of  a  burglary  and  met  wrth  the  victim  Tbevc- 
bm  told  the  officers  tha  she  returned  home  to 
find  her  residence  ransacked  Missing  were  a 
television,  several  video  game  systems,  and 
computer  components  At  11:31  a  m  on  the 
1900  block  of  Sunnydae  Avenue,  offices  were 
dispatched  to  report  of  a  burglary  The  victim 
stated  that  she  returned  home  to  find  her  resi- 
dence ransacked  and  a  DVD  player,  game 
console  and  video  games  missing  At  5  34  p  m 
on  the  2000  block  of  Sunnydate  Avenue,  a 
polce  sergeant  was  on  patrol  m  the  Sunnydale 
Housing  units  and  saw  a  female  running  and 
screaming  for  help  The  victim  sad  that  she 
was  a  counselor  a  an  after-school  program 
arxj  toa  she  was  locking  up  for  the  night  A 
female  that  the  victim  knew  from  the  commu- 
nity approached  her  with  another  unknown 
female  The  victim's  acquaintance  began 
punching  the  victim,  who  dropped  her  cell 
phone  during  the  fight  The  second  suspect 
picked  up  the  victim's  cell  phone  and  the  two 
drove  away 

•On  July  29  at  12  02  a  m  on  the  200  block 
BlythdaJe  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a  call 
of  an  auto  burglary  and  met  wrth  the  owner. 
The  victim  sad  that  she  heard  a  bud  crash 
and  went  outside  to  find  the  rear  wing  window 
on  her  parked  car  was  broken  At  7:25  p.m., 
an  officer  responded  to  Karen  Court  regard- 
ing a  road  rage  incident  The  officer  met  with 
and  spoke  to  the  victim  who  told  him  tha  she 
was  driving  on  Highway  101  when  a  car  a- 
tempted  an  unsafe  lane  change  in  front  of  her 
The  car  was  forced  to  slam  on  its  break  and 
fall  in  behind  the  victim  A  few  minutes  later, 
the  occupants  in  the  suspect  vehicle  threw 
something  at  the  victim  's  car  and  attempted  to 
cut  the  victim  off,  throwing  gang  signs  at  the 
victim  The  victim  who  was  in  fear,  drove  to 
her  house  The  suspects  followed  her  to  the 
front  of  her  house  and  began  to  yell  at  her  until 
the  vctim'shusbaxJcame  outside  and  chased 
them  away  At  10:18  p  m  on  the  500  block  of 
Campbell  Street  officers  were  dspatched  to 
a  repc<t  of  threats  bang  made  Upon  their  a 
nvaJ,  the  victim  tokj  the  officers  that  he  was 
having  an  ongoing  dspute  over  the  sates  of 
tire  nms,  and  that  the  suspect  threatened  to 
shoot  him  The  officers  responded  to  the 
suspects  house  and  detaned  him  During  the 
investigabon .  the  officers  teamed  tha  thesus- 
pect  was  on  probation  A  probation  search  was 
conducted,  and  they  found  suspected  mari- 
juana The  suspect  was  booked  for  making 
threats  and  possessing  narcotics 

•On  July  30  a  1 14  p  m  on  the  unit  block  of 
Brythdale  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a  call 
regarding  a  female  caller  who  had  been  as- 
saulted The  victim  stated  she  was  pushed, 
which  caused  her  to  fall  and  hit  her  head  on  a 
door  knob  The  vedm  and  the  known  mate 
subject  had  argued  about  money  owed  The 
victim  stated  the  subject  took  $810  from  her 
At  5:17  p  m  on  the  300  beck  of  Raymond 
Avenue,  a  police  sergeant  and  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  very  dangerous  call  of  a  male 
brandishing  a  gun  The  officers  were  able  to 
safety  take  the  male  into  custody  The  victim 
who  was  a  the  scened  stated  the  subject  who 
isherroomate,  had  threatened  her  with  a  gun 
after  arguing  over  an  egg  tha  was  taken  from 
the  refrigerator  The  officers  searched  the 
premise  and  were  able  to  locate  a  very  realis- 


tc  looking  pellet  gun  The  subject  who  son  pro- 
babon  and  had  a  warrant  for  is  arrest  was  taken 
into  custody 

'On  July  31  at  7  30  a  m  a  Visitaaon  Avenue 
and  Rey  St,  officers  responded  to  a  report  of 
vandalism  to  a  vehicle  The  owner  returned  to 
find  his  car  windshield  shattered  but  nothing 
missing  At  9  25  a  m  a  Blythdate  Avenue  and 
Santos  Street  an  officer  was  on  patrol  in  the 
Sunnydate  Housing  units  when  he  was  flagged 
down  by  a  victim  of  a  battery  The  vicbm  said 
tha  another  female  punched  her  several  bmes 
and  accused  the  vicbm  of  assoaabng  with  an- 
other nearby  street  gang  At  6  02  p  m  on  the 
1600  block  of  Geneva  Avenue,  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  report  of  a  burglary  The  couple 
stated  tha  they  returned  home  to  find  the  front 
door  forced  open,  and  stolen  were  $300  in 
cash  and  jewelry  At  10:51  p  m  on  the  100 
block  of  Hahn  Street  officers  were  on  patrol 
when  they  were  flagged  down  by  a  vicbm  of 
vandalism  The  vicbm  said  she  returned  to  her 
parked  car  to  find  its  window  broken 

*On  Aug  1  at  5  03  p  m  on  the  100  block  of 
BrookdaieAvenue,  officers  responded  to  check 
on  the  nature  of  a  911  call  Dunng  a  well- 
being  check  on  the  residents,  the  officers  lo- 
cated a  subject  attempbng  to  hide  underneath 
some  blankets  on  a  bed  The  officers  recog- 
nized the  individual  as  a  known  subject  with 
an  outstanding  arrest  warrant  The  suspect 
was  taken  into  custody  At  7 11  p  m  on  the 
1 500  block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  were 
dispatched  to  a  report  of  vandalism  The  vic- 
bm sad  tha  she  was  standing  out  back  of  her 
residence  when  four  unknown  mates  began 
running  towards  her  The  suspects  threw  sev- 
eral rocks  a  her  and  her  residence,  which  sus- 
tained several  broken  windows 

'OnAug  2 at  1:53pm  at Bayshore Boule- 
vard and  Leland  Avenue,  officers  responded 
to  a  call  of  a  fight  on  a  Muni  coach  The  officers 
located  a  female  vicbm  on  the  bus  The  vicbm 
sad  an  unknown  female  suspect  sat  down 
next  to  her  and  began  sprtbng  at  her  and  on 
her  clothing 

•On  August  3  at  3 15  p.m.  on  the  100  block 
of  Ward  Street,  a  report  was  prepared  where 
a  father  reported  that  his  son  had  stolen  his 
bank  checks  and  withdrew  $9,000  without  his 
authonzabon  At  6  33  p  m  on  the  unit  block 
Santos  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a  re- 
port of  a  battery  The  victim  met  the  officers 
and  sad  that  he  had  just  parked  his  car  when 
three  unknown  males  ran  up  on  him  One  of 
the  males  punched  the  victim  on  the  neck 
before  the  group  ran  away  again  At  7  17  p  m 
on  the  unit  block  of  Brookdale  Avenue,  offic- 
ers were  dispatched  to  a  call  of  a  burglary  An 
officer  spoke  with  toe  resident  who  said  tha 
she  returned  home  to  find  a  laptop  missing 
The  victim  suspected  her  ex-boyfriend,  who 
was  staying  wrth  her  at  the  time. 

'OnAug  5  at  12:53  am  on  the  100  block  of 
Hahn  Street  officers  found  a  wanted  subject 
sitting  in  front  of  a  pubic  housing  unit  and  took 
him  into  custody  At  1  36  p  m  at  Leland  Av- 
enue and  Alpha  Street  officers  located  a  sub- 
ject they  knew  who  had  an  outstanding  arrest 
warrant  They  took  him  into  custody  and  seized 
manjuana  off  of  his  person  At  2 18  p  m  on 
the  unit  block  of  Brythdale  Avenue,  officers  were 
on  patrol  when  they  noticed  tha  a  play-struc- 
ture was  gone  and  the  ground  beneath  had 
been  burned  They  were  told  by  the  manager 
of  the  area  toa  the  fire  had  occurred  on  Aug  3 
and  had  been  put  out  by  the  SFFD  At  445 
p.m.,  a  report  at  Ingleside  Station  was  pre- 


pared regarding  a  stay-away  order  volabonon 
the  500  block  of  Somerset  Street  The  victim 
stated  that  her  husband's  brother  placed  a 
false  call  to  the  police,  which  caused  them  to 
respond  to  her  residence  earlier  in  the  day 
The  victim  and  her  family  have  a  valid  restrain- 
ing order  aganst  the  man  At  3  27  pm  on  the 
2400  block  of  San  Bruno  Avenue,  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  store  regarding  a  shoplifting  in- 
cident Officers  spoke  to  the  shop  owner  who 
stated  tha  two  subjects  walked  into  the  store, 
chose  several  items  off  the  shelf,  pad  for  some 
of  toem  and  walked  out  of  the  store  The  owner 
chased  after  the  suspects  and  attempted  to 
retrieve  the  stolen  items  The  suspects  jumped 
into  a  car  and  sped  away,  nearly  hitting  the 
store  owner  as  they  went  No  one  was  in- 
jured dunng  the  incident  At  7 19  p  m  on  the 
unit  block  of  Brookdale  Avenue,  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  call  regarding  a  911  hang-up 
call  The  Officers  made  contact  wrth  the  un- 
cooperative residents  and  were  able  to  de- 
termine that  there  was  no  emergency  At  10  05 
pm  on  the  unit  block  of  Ankeny  Street  offic- 
ers responded  to  a  call  regarding  a  vandal- 
ism report  The  victim  stated  that  he  parked 
his  wife's  car  on  Aug  1  and  when  they  re- 
turned from  vacation  they  discovered  tha  the 
vehicle  s  tires  and  nms  had  been  stolen 

'On  Aug  7  at  7:27  a.m.  pn  the  200  block  of 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  were  on  patrol 
when  they  were  flagged  down  by  a  business 
owner  who  had  been  the  victim  of  a  theft  The 
victim  said  tha  some  of  his  merchandise  had 
been  stolen  from  the  rear  of  his  business 

'OnAug  8  at  9  09  pm  a  Visitaaon  Avenue 
and  Schwenn  Street,  officers  were  on  patrol 
when  they  noticed  two  mates  in  a  physical 
altercation  The  parties  later  determined  that 
it  was  all  due  to  a  misunderstanding  and  de- 
clined to  press  charges  aganst  each  other 
At  2  51  am  at  San  Bruno  Avenue  and  Mansell 
Street  officers  responded  to  the  above  area 
to  investigate  a  possible  hit  and  run  Accord- 
ing to  the  victim,  while  stopped  at  an  intersec- 
bon  her  vehicle  was  blocked  by  a  back  two 
door  Honda  wrth  two  mate  subjects  As  both 
subjects  approached  the  vehicle,  one  sub- 
ject was  holding  a  handgun,  the  victim  was 
able  to  safety  leave  the  area 

'OnAug  9at623pm  on  the  2300  block  of 
San  Bruno  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a 
report  of  a  robbery  wrth  a  gun  The  officer  met 
wrth  the  victim  who  said  toa  the  suspect  who 
was  no  longer  a  toe  scene,  walked  into  the 
store  and  asked  for  change  When  the  victim 
opened  the  cash  drawer,  the  suspect  pro- 
duced a  black  hand-gun  and  ordered  the  vic- 
bm totheground  The  suspect  then  took  about 
$500  cash  from  toe  drawer  and  ordered  the 
victim  into  another  room  The  suspect  then 
fled  the  scene  in  an  unknown  direction  At 
8  21  p.m.  on  the  unit  block  of  Brookdale  Av- 
enue, officers  responded  to  the  report  of  a 
fight  The  victim  sad  that  she  had  been  car- 
ing for  the  suspects  children  When  suspect 
arrived  to  pick  them  up,  he  began  banging  on 
the  door  and  threatening  the  victim  because 
she  did  not  open  toe  door  right  away  The 
victim  stated  that  she  feared  for  her  safety 

'OnAug  10  a  1  05  pm  on  the  1500  block 
of  Fefton  Street  officers  responded  to  a  re- 
port of  a  burglary  They  met  wrth  the  victim 
who  sad  that  while  she  was  in  her  bedroom 
for  about  2  5  hours,  someone  entered  her 
home  and  stole  her  laptop  computer  from  her 
kitchen  At  5  37  p.m.  on  the  200  block  of 
Brookdale  Avenue,  officers  were  on  patrol 


when  they  saw  two  women  in  a  physical 
altercation  One  of  the  women  had  a  re- 
straining order  against  the  other  The  re- 
strained party  was  arrested  for  a  restrain- 
ing order  violation 

'OnAug  12a245am  on  the  100  block  of 
Hahn  Street,  officers  responded  to  a  report  of 
a  carjacking  inadent  Officers  Ma  and  BarrJey 
also  responded  to  the  scene  The  victim  told 
Officer  Obot  that  he  was  parking  his  car  after 
arriving  home  when  he  got  out  of  the  car  to 
check  to  make  sure  he  was  not  blocking  a 
driveway  He  was  then  approached  by  a  male 
suspect  who  held  his  hand  in  his  pocket  as  if 
he  was  holding  a  gun  The  victim  sad  that  he 
toought  he  could  see  an  outline  of  a  gun  in 
the  pocket  The  suspect  then  demanded  the 
victim  to  move  out  of  the  way  and  then  got  in 
the  car  and  drove  away  The  officers  were 
called  to  the  scene  about  two  hours  later, 
where  they  met  wrth  two  witnesses  who  said 
that  they  heard  the  vicbm  yelling  while  the 
carjacking  was  happening  The  witnesses 
then  got  a  look  at  the  stolen  car  as  it  dove 
away  The  witnesses  later  saw  the  car  parked 
on  a  nearby  street  and  reported  it  to  the  po- 
lice The  vehicle  was  recovered  At  4:13  p  m 
on  the  1800  block  of  Sunnydate  Avenue,  of- 
ficers were  on  patrol  when  they  saw  three 
men  acting  suspiciously  in  a  parked  car  As 
the  officers  stopped  to  talk  to  them,  the  man 
in  the  drivers  seat  exited  the  car  and  began  to 
run  Officers  caught  up  to  the  suspect  and 
stopped  him  Offioer  Murphy  located  a  bag 
wrth  a  large  amount  of  marijuana  in  on  the 
driver's  person  More  officers  arrived  on  the 
scene  to  assist-wito  the  inadent  As  the  other 
two  suspects  were  removed  from  the  car,  the 
officers  found  one  of  the  suspects  in  posses- 
sion of  six  loose  live  rounds  of  ammunition 
along  wrth  a  box  of  more  ammunition  They 
then  located  a  silver  gun  in  the  car  Further, 
one  of  the  suspects  from  the  rear  sea  of  the 
car  was  found  to  be  in  possession  of  small 
white  pills  All  three  men  were  arrested,  one 
of  which  had  an  active  warrant  on  which  he 
was  aso  booked 

'OnAug  13at7:31am  in  McLaren  Park,  an 
officer  responded  to  a  dog  brte  The  victim  stated 
he  was  waking  in  the  pak  and  was  approached 
by  an  unleashed  dog  The  dog  bit  the  victim's 
teg  The  victim  was  treated  for  his  injuries  The 
dog  s  owner  was  ated  and  released  At  12:43 
p.m.,  an  officer  was  dispatched  to  the  2700 
beck  of  San  Bruno  Avenue  regardng  a  graffiti 
vandalism  incident  Headquarters  advised  that 
three  subjects  had  just  defaced  a  Wilding  and 
a  PG&E  transformer  with  spray  paint  The  sus- 
pects had  also  just  fled  the  area  Officers  de- 
taned all  three  subjects  shortly  after  An  officer 
spoke  wrth  the  wrtness  who  stated  that  he  saw 
the  three  suspects  spraypanting  the  PG&E 
cover  and  then  ran  outside  to  confront  them 
The  witness  also  positively  identified  the  sus- 
pects, one  of  which  was  placed  under  arrest 
and  transported  to  Bayview  Station  Dunng  a 
search  of  the  suspect  officers  located  items  of 
evidence  The  remaning  two  suspects  were 
released  to  the  custody  of  thar  parents  At  8:57 
p  m  on  the  500  block  of  Carter  Street  officers 
responded  to  an  address  m  Daly  Crty  to  meet 
with  victim  Victim  stated  he  was  assaulted  by 
hs  neighbor  who  panted  a  fake  gun  a  him 
When  victim  tried  to  get  away,  ne^hbor  threw 
a  drinking  glass  at  him  when  cut  his  nght  palm 
The  vctim  was  treated  for  injuries  Officers 
searched  the  area  for  the  suspect  but  were  not 
able  to  locate  the  neighbor  see  Next  Page 
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Police  Cases 

•OnAug  14  all  50am  on  the  200  block  of 
Blythdale  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a  re- 
port of  a  person  breaking  into  a  house  The 
officers  met  with  the  victim  who  sad  that  he 
was  slapped  by  a  man  he  did  not  know  while 
partying  at  that  kxaton  The  victim  and  the 
suspect  then  went  to  the  side  of  the  house 
were  a  second  suspect  displayed  the  butt  of 
a  handgun  in  his  waistband  The  victim  then 
ran  inside  the  house,  where  he  heard  a  char 
being  thrown  through  a  window  The  officers 
were  then  told  by  another  witness  that  the 
first  suspect  was  the  one  who  threw  the  char 
through  the  window  and  then  ran  to  a  ca  and 
displayed  a  rifle  which  he  got  from  the  trunk  of 
the  ca  The  suspects  then  left  the  scene  At 
7 13  am  on  the  unit  block  Schwenn  Street 
an  officer  Muro  responded  to  a  call  regarding 
a  burglary  The  report ee  sad  tha  when  she 
locked  up  the  building  the  previous  afternoon, 
the  building  was  secured  When  she  returned 
the  next  morning  she  found  that  several  win- 
dows had  been  smashed  inside  the  building 
and  a  file  cabinet  had  been  ransacked  At  7  30 
am  at  Sunnydale  Avenue  and  Persia  Street 
officers  were  on  patrol  when  they  found  two 
cash  regsters  in  the  street  The  officers  were 
unable  to  find  an  owner  fa  the  registers  and  no 
crimes  had  been  reported  regarding  them  At 
2:03  p  m  at  Sunnydale  Avenue  and  Hahn 
Street  officers  responded  to  a  report  of  shots 
fired  The  officers  then  met  with  another  officer, 
who  was  already  on-scene  Awrtnesstoldthe 
officer  tha  a  male  stood  on  the  street  and  fired 
ten  shots  in  a  west-ward  direction  The  witness 
refused  to  answer  any  other  questions  At  4  22 
pm  on  the  unit  block  pf  Heritage  Avenue,  offic- 
ers were  flagged  down  regardng  a  theft  The 
vctom  sad  that  she  noticed  thai  her  DSL  adapter 
was  mssng  The  vctm  suspected  that  a  ser- 
viceman who  had  visited  her  home  on  a  service 
caJ  on  Aug.  8  had  taken  it  At  10.20  p  m  on  the 
500  block  of  Cambridge  Street  a  victim  was 
robbed  of  he  school  materials,  eel  phone,  money 
and  iPod  by  two  suspects  who  punched  him 
from  behind  The  vctm  further  stated  tha  two 
unknoivn  suspects  came  up  berwxJ  rim  as  he 
was  wafkjng  home  from  school,  punched  him 
and  took  his  betongngs,  fteang  the  area  on  foot 
after  the  attack  Thevcbm  was  notsenousfy  hurt 
during  the  robbery  and  refused  medcafheip  An 
oficer  searched  the  area  to  no  aval 

'OnAug  15at7 14  am  on  the  600  block  of 
Sawyer  Street  officers  responded  to  a  report 
of  a  possible  auto  burglary  The  officers  de- 
tained a  man  who  matched  the  description  of 
a  person  seen  walking  away  from  the  ca  the 
ca  in  queston  after  its  alarm  went  off  The 
wrtness  to  the  incident  confirmed  that  the  man 
who  had  been  stopped  was  the  man  she  saw 
walk  away  from  the  ca,  although  she  dkJ  not 
see  him  do  damage  to  the  ca  The  wrtness 
sad  she  heard  he  mother's  ca  aarm  go  off 
and  when  she  looked  outside,  she  saw  the 
detained  man  walking  away  from  the  ca  The 
victim  then  called  the  police  The  man  who 
was  stopped  was  released  at  the  scene  due 
to  a  lack  of  evidence  that  he  was  the  one  who 
brokeintotheca.At1037a.m  on  the  1300 
block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  report  of  shots  fired  along  with 
other  officers  Officers  attempted  to  detain 
three  possible  suspects  Two  of  the  suspects 
were  detaned  and  mmediatety  released  whie 
the  third  ran  away  Other  officer  a  the  scene 
then  located  a  gunshot  victim  who  had  been 
shot  in  the  hand  The  victm  sad  he  was  walk- 
ing in  the  area  when  he  started  to  run  when 
he  heard  gunshots  As  he  was  running  he 
suddenly  fett  a  pan  in  his  hand  Several  other 
possible  suspects  were  detaned  and  released 
in  regards  to  the  shooting  A  wrtness  then  told 
police  he  saw  three  mates  throw  a  gun  up 
onto  a  nearby  roof  Upon  inspection,  officers 
found  two  guns  on  the  roof  of  the  building  At 
2  p  m  on  the  2000  block  of  Geneva  Avenue, 
a  report  was  prepared  a  Ingleside  Statxxi  re- 
garding a  runaway  The  reportee  said  that  his 
daughter  is  a  habitual  runaway  and  had  left 
the  family  home  at  about  10  45  p  m  on  Aug 
11  to  go  out  for  the  evening  The  daughter 
afso  took  a  set  of  house  keys  with  her  At  2  p  m 
on  the  600  block  of  Velasco  Avenue,  officers 
responded  to  a  call  regarding  a  possible  bur- 
glary The  victim  stated  tha  when  he  left  his 
home  on  the  morning  of  Aug  15  all  of  the  win- 
dows and  doors  to  his  home  were  locked 
When  the  victim  returned  home  in  the  after- 
noon, he  found  that  krtchen  window  had  been 
opened  and  the  deadboft  to  his  door  unlocked 
Inside,  he  found  tha  someone  had  stolen  his 
computer  and  modem  along  with  $800. 

'OnAug.  16  at6:57am  on  the  1500  block 
of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  responded  to 
assist  other  officers  regarding  a  found  per- 
son The  found  person  had  been  missing 
since  Aug  14  out  of  Union  City.  The  person 
was  determined  to  be  in  sound  medical  con- 
dition and  was  taken  home  by  her  daughter 
At  3pm  on  the  unit  block  of  Towerside  Street 
officers  saw  a  mate  who  they  knew  to  be  a 


oangmemrjerwhoisonrjrobation  They  also 
know  tha  the  suspect  has  a  stay-away  order 
from  the  area  he  was  in  The  suspect  was 
arrested  and  booked  for  the  stayaway  order 

'OnAug  17 at 7 13 am  a Leland Avenue 
and  Rutland  Street  officers  responded  to  the 
report  of  a  burglary  They  met  with  the  reportee 
who  sad  that  when  he  amved  at  his  construc- 
tion site  he  found  tha  someone  had  cut  two 
lock  and  ganed  entry  into  a  tool  storage  con- 
tainer The  suspect  had  taken  two  saws  and 
a  generator  At  1 2:37  p  m  on  the  unit  block  of 
Btythdate  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a  re- 
port of  a  burglary  They  met  with  a  man  who 
had  been  asked  by  his  daughter  to  check  on 
her  residence  When  the  man  checked  on 
the  residence,  he  found  the  front  door  open 
and  the  home  ransacked  The  victim  sad  tha 
the  night  before  a  man  she  dkJ  not  recognize 
knocked  on  the  door  and  brandished  a  sitver 
gun  He  made  a  threatoward  the  victim  who 
left  her  home,  feanng  for  her  safety  At  2  55 
p.m.  on  the  unit  block  of  Towerside  Avenue,  a 
report  was  prepared  a  Ingleside  Station  re- 
garding a  theft  from  a  vehicle  The  victim  sad 
that  she  parked  her  vehicle  on  the  street  in 
theearty  morning  on  Aug  17  Whensheiaer 
returned  to  her  vehde,  she  discovered  tha 
her  purse  and  tennis  shoes  had  been  stolen 
with  no  damage  to  the  ca  At  4  23  p  m  on 
the  200  block  of  Peabody  Street  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  report  of  a  broken  window  The 
witness  sad  that  she  was  inside  the  home 
when  she  heard  a  bud  crash  She  looked  out 
of  the  living  room  window  and  saw  a  30-35 
yea  old  male  running  from  the  garage  area 
of  the  house  The  witness  then  looked  a  the 
garage  area  of  the  home  and  noticed  that  a 
window  on  the  garage  door  had  been  bro- 
ken At442pm  ontheunrtbtockofBlythdale 
Avenue,  officers  were  on  patrol  when  they 
saw  a  man  who  they  recognized  and  knew  to 
have  an  active  warrant  The  man  was  arrested 
for  the  warrant  At  6  40  pm  ai  the  200  block 
of  Burrows  Street,  a  report  was  prepared  a 
Ingleside  Station  regarding  harassing  phone 
calls  The  victim  sad  tha  for  the  past  few 
weeks  she  has  been  receiving  messages 
from  a  man  she  knows  who  wants  to  have  a 
relationship  with  her  The  victim  had  already 
told  the  suspect  the  she  didn't  want  to  have  a 
relat)orishipwrtfihim,buthecc<itinuestoleave 
her  messages  The  victim  sad  that  the  sus- 
pect often  sounds  under  the  influence  of  at 
oohd  when  he  leaves  the  messages 

•OnAug  18  a  5  am  on  the 2000  block  of 
Bayshore  Boulevard,  an  officer  and  police  ser- 
geant responded  to  a  carjacking  incident  The 
sergeant  spoke  to  the  victim  who  stated  that 
he  was  driving  down  Bayshore,  and  decided 
to  purchase  cocane  The  victim  stopped  the 
ca  a  3rd  and  Newcomb  when  an  unknown 
subject  jumped  in  the  vehde,  pointed  a  gun 
at  the  victim  and  told  him  to  get  out  The  vic- 
tim jumped  art  of  the  car  and  fled  on  foot  to 
the  Muni  line,  where  he  called  for  police  The 
victim  was  not  injured  during  the  robbery.  Of- 
ficers searched  the  area,  to  no  aval  At  7:07 
p.m.  on  the  unit  block  of  Blythdale  Avenue, 
officers  responded  to  a  call  for  service  in  which 
the  caller  wanted  someone  to  be  removed 
from  her  house  The  police  met  with  one  of 
the  parties  who  was  outside  of  the  house  He 
appeared  to  be  heavily  under  the  influence  of 
alcohol  and  had  been  in  a  verbal  altercation 
with  the  reporting  party  The  man  was  trans- 


ported to  Ingleside  Station  and  charged  wrth 
public  intoxication 

"OnAug  19at1 10  pm  a  Bayshore  Bou- 
levard and  Visitacion  Avenue,  an  officer 
stopped  a  car  for  expired  registration  The 
driver  was  driving  with  a  suspended  license 
The  ca  was  towed  and  the  dnver  was  ated 
At  3:50  pm  at  Schwenn  Street  and  Gamson 
Avenue,  an  officer  stopped  a  ca  for  having 
expired  registration  tabs  The  dnver  had  never 
been  issued  a  CA  dnvers  license  The  dnver 
was  ated  and  the  vehicle  was  towed  At  4  32 
p  m  a  Schwenn  Street  and  Geneva  Avenue, 
an  officer  stepped  a  vehicle  for  unsafe  back- 
ing and  drrving  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  road 
The  dnver  was  driving  with  a  suspended  li- 
cense The  dnver  was  ated  and  the  vehicle 
was  towed  At  7  04  pm  at  Sunnydale  Av- 
enue and  Hahn  Street  officers  and  a  police 
lieutenant  were  on  patrol  when  they  saw  a 
suspect  who  had  made  threats  aganst  po- 
lice officers  days  earlier,  but  had  ran  away 
The  officers  stopped  the  suspect  and  placed 
him  under  arrest  At  11  33  p  m  on  the  unit 
block  of  Blythdale  Avenue,  offioers  responded 
to  a  report  of  vandalism  The  victim  sad  tha 
she  was  sleeping  on  her  Irving  room  couch 
when  she  was  awakened  by  the  sound  of 
breaking  glass  When  she  looked,  the  victim 
discovered  tha  someone  had  thrown  a  rock 
through  her  living  room  window 

'On  Aug  20  at  9:25  am  at  Santos  Street 
and  Velasco  Avenue,  officers  responded  to 
the  area  regarding  a  robbery  Victim  stated 
she  was  approached  from  behind  while  wait- 
ing for  a  bus  A  mate  suspect  pulled  the  purse 
off  of  her  arm  and  punched  her  in  the  face 
The  suspect  fled  on  foot  with  the  purse  and 
contents  At  10  48  am  on  the  1300  block  of 
Bowdoin  Street  an  offioer  responded  to  a  resi- 
dential burglary  where  a  television  and  com- 
puter were  taken  At12:00noonaBrookdale 
Avenue  and  Santos  Street  officers  responded 
to  a  call  of  a  robbery  with  a  gun  The  victim 
stated  he  was  approached  from  behind  by  a 
male  suspect  The  suspect  went  through  his 
pockets  and  removed  his  wallet  At  10:57  p.m. 
a  Sunnydale  Avenue  and  Bayshore  Boule- 
vard officers  effected  a  traffic  stop  on  a  ve- 
hicle without  a  front  license  piae  The  driver's 
license  was  suspended  and  vehicle  was 
searched  prior  to  towing  Officers  discovered 
an  air  pistol  in  the  rear  pocket  of  the  driver's 
seat  Dnver  was  ated  and  vehide  was  towed 
Al  11:54pm  on  the  1600 block  of  Sunnydale 
Avenue,  an  offioer  prepared  a  report  regard- 
ing a  stolen  carxxxder  from  a  residence 
Police  Summaries 

•July  25  5  40  p  m .  1200  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave , 
stolen  vehde 

•July  28  4  34  p  m ,  400  block  of  Sunree  Way,  ve- 
hde cofeion 

•July  28  4  44  pm,  400  block  of  Sunree  Way,  re- 
covered vehde 

•July  28  4  44  p  m ,  400  block  of  Sunree  Way,  re- 
covered vehde 

•July  29  4  30  pm,  4 100  block  of  San  Bruno  Ave, 
stolen  vehde 

•July  30  5  p  m.  600  block  of  Carnbndge  St,  bur- 
glary, entry  made  through  rear  pato  door,  loss  was 
TV,  microwave  oven,  VCR,  chopsaw,  tile  saw, 
cordless  dri,  power  dri,  gmdec  cement  chrjper  and 
other  toots 

•Juty  31  5  29  p  m ,  400  block  of  Sawyer  St ,  recov- 
ered vehde 

'Aug  7  12  noon,  1900  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave,  re- 
covered vehde 

'Aug  8 10 31pm, Bayshore Blvd  andA/letaAve, 
traffic  ccJbion 


•Aug  10  1246pm,  100  block  of  Brookdale  Ave. 
recovered  vehicle 

•Aug  14  2  30  a  m,100  block  of  Executive  Park, 
entry  made  into  a  container  where  the  lock  had  been 
melted  off,  loss  was  plumbing  tools 
•Aug  16  3  05  am,  200  block  Ward  St,  stolen  ve- 
hde, 1991  Chevrolet  C1500.  red 
•Aug  17  11 18  pm,  Btythdate  Ave  and  Hahn  St. 
recovered  vehde 

•Aug  18  250am  ,Brcok(JatearKJBrythdaleAves, 
recovered  vehde 

•Aug  18  9  45  am ,  unit  block  of  Brookdale  Ave , 
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recovered  vehde 

'Aug  18  10pm,  1100  block  of  Bowdoin  St.  entry 
made  through  an  unlocked  wridow,  no  loss 

'Aug  18  11  pm,  unit  block  of  Brookdale  Ave,  re- 
covered vehde 

•Aug  19  3  28pm  1 800  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave , 
recovered  vehicle 

•Aug  2012noon  Unit  block  of  Cambridge  St,  re- 
covered vehde 

Captan  David  Lazar  of  Ingleside  Station  and  Captain 
John  Loftus  of  Bavew  Slabcn  contrbuted  to  the  report 


New  Website  Improves  Access  to  Qty  Data 

Joined  by  technology  leaders,  embrace  President  Obama's  call  for 
Mayor  Newsom  on  Aug.  19  an-  transparency  through  the  launch  of 
nounoed  the  launch  of  Dafe6F.org,  an  DataSF.org,"  said  Beth  Noveck,  Fed- 
initiative  designed  to  improve  access  eral  Deputy  Chief  Technology  Of- 
to  government  data  The  new  website  ficer  leading  President  Obama's 
will  provide  a  clearinghouse  of  struc-  Open  Government  Initiative.  "We 
tured,  raw  and  machine-readable  encourage  other  state  and  local  gov- 
govemment  data  to  the  public  in  an  emments  to  recognize  the  value  of 
easily  downloadable  format  For  ex-  open  data  as  Mayor  Newsom  has." 
ample,  there  will  be  updated  crime  DataSF.org  is  part  of  a  larger  Open 
incident  data  from  the  San  Francisco  Gov  Initiative  for  the  City  and 
Police  Department  and  restaurant  in-  County  of  San  Francisco,  which  fo- 
spection  data  from  the  Department  cuses  on  open  data,  open  participa- 
of  Public  Health.  tion  and  open  source.  The  City's  ef- 

"By  bringing  city  data  and  com-  fort  to  improve  access  to  government 
munities  together  on  DataSF.org,  we  data  has  already  led  to  the  creation 
hope  to  stimulate  local  industry  ere-  of  new  software  applications.  Earlier 
ate  jobs  and  nurture  San  Francisco's  this  summer,  the  Department  of  En- 
creative  culture,"  said  Mayor  Gavin  vironment  released  recycling  data 
Newsom.  "We  imagine  developers  that  was  used  by  a  third  party  tocre- 
taking  apartment  listings  and  city  ate  EcoFinder,  an  iPhone application 
crimedata  and  mashing  it  up  to  help  that  helps  residents  recycle  based  on 
renters  find  their  next  home  or  an  their  location. 
iPhone  application  that  shows  res-  "The  Department  of  Technology  is 
taurant  ratings  based  on  the  highest  excited  by  the  opportunity  to  work 
health  code  ratings."  more  closely  with  the  technology 

The  initial  version  of  DataSF.org  in-  community  to  lower  costs  and  drive 

dudes  more  than  100  datasets,  from  innovation  in  government,"  said 

a  range  of  city  departments,  includ-  Chief  Information  Officer  for  theCity 

ing  the  San  Francisco  Police  Depart-  of  San  Francisco,  Chris  Vein.  "The 

ment,  Department  of  Public  Works,  success  of  civic  tools  like  the 

and  the  Municipal  Transportation  EcoFinder  iPhone  app  clearly 

Agency.  demonstrate  the  value  of  opening 

"We'reexcited  toseeSan  Francisco  government  data." 


Two-Day  Artist  in  Residence  Program 
Exhibition  at  San  Francisco  Recycling 

S.F.  Recycling  &  Disposal,  Inc.  (a  Hevel  to  rum  his  critical  eye. 
subsidiary  of  Recology,  formerly  Systemic  Obsolescence 
Norcal  Waste  Systems,  Inc.)  is  Sculptor,  photographer  and 
pleased  to  announce  a  two-day  art  filmmaker,  James  Sans  ing,  is  ac- 
exhibition  and  reception  in  Sep-  customed  to  using  reclaimed  ob- 
tembe»-  for  local  artists  David  jects.  He  uses  a  variety  of  materi- 
Hevel  and  James  Sansing.  Each  als  as  a  way  to  explore  the  balance 
artist  will  exhibit  a  body  of  work  between  several  dichotomies: 
created  during  their  residency  at  strong  and  fragile,  miniature  and 
San  Francisco's  city  dump.  grandiose,  natural  and  artificial, 

The  exhibition  will  be  held  on  light  and  heavy,  narrative  and  ab- 
Friday,  Sept.  25  from  5  to  9  p.m.  stract.  After  four  months  of  collect- 
and  Saturday,  Sept.  26,  from  1  to 5  ing,  sorting  and  constructing, 
p.m.  at  503  Tunnel  Ave.  Admission  James  hascreated  installations  that 
is  free  and  open  to  the  public.       hold  imaginative  worlds  shaped 

For  the  past  fou  r  months,  David  by  these  dualities, 
and  James  have  shared  a  studio  After  combing  through  his  find- 
space  in  which  they  have  each  col-  ings,  creating  props  from  salvaged 
lected,  sorted  and  constructed  re-  materials,  and  deconstructing  the 
spective  bodies  of  work  for  exhi-  innards  of  various  machines,  James 
bition.  On  one  side  of  the  studio,  has  made  assemblages  that  show- 
David  Hevel  accumulated  color-  case  miniature  worlds.  These  nar- 
ful  piles  of  discarded  plastic,  or-  ratives  balance  wood  with  metal, 
nate  chandeliers,  beads,  pink  organic  with  manufactured  and 
Styrofoam  and  a  full  rainbow  frailty  with  foundation, 
spectrum  of  paint  samples.  On  the  The  title  of  this  exhibition,  Sys- 
other  side  of  the  studio,  James  temic  Obsolescence,  speaks  to  our 
Sansing  amassed  piles  of  typewrit-  inherently  wasteful  culture.  This 
ers,  wooden  scraps,  metal  frames,  commentary  comes  from  witness- 
machine  chassis,  circuit  boards,  ing  the  massive  amount  of  dis- 
ceramic  tiles,  branches  and  con-  carded  goods  as  manufacturers 
crete.  The  organized  piles  of  found  create  products  with  shorter  life 
material  were  predominantly  spansand  offer  constant  upgrades, 
gray,  brown,  green  and  metallic.  He  found  materials  designed  to 
The  shared  studio  space  for  the  endure  and  contrasts  them  with 
Artist  in  Residence  Program  (AIR)  those  designed  to  break  down.  For 
is  often  separated,  but  the  dissimi-  instance,  he  pairs  mechanical  chas- 
lar  materials  that  these  two  artists  sis  from  the  1920s  and  typewrit- 
were  drawn  to  and  the  work  that  ers  built  to  be  repaired  (rather  than 
has  come  from  their  residencies  disposed  of)  with  appliances  that 
could  not  be  more  contrasting.  are  quickly  replaced  by  newer  and 
This  Sugar  is  Raw  "better"  models.  In  one  piece  in- 

For  the  past  several  years,  Hevel  stalled  in  the  comer  of  the  gallery 
has  been  focused  largely  on  our  space,  metal  framework  supports 
obsession  with  celebrity  culture,  a  miniature  1950s  TV  that  James 
Hoping  to  reveal  the  absurdity  of  constructed  from  a  Brownie  cam- 
American  consumerism,  the  glo-  era  and  projector.  The  TV  has  a 
bal  economy  and  the  chaos  of  broken  screen  and  is  nested 
mass  media,  his  work  has  juxta-  among  overhanging  roots  creating 
posed  mid- American  aesthetics  of  an  eerie  feeling  of  abandonment 
taxidermy  and  floral  arrangement  and  ruin, 
with  the  gossip,  glamour  and  glitz  Though  his  resources  have  not 
of  Hollywood  royalty.  changed  drastically  since  his  resi- 

For  the  AIR  exhibit,  Hevel  will  dency  began,  he  has  found  it  to  be 
be  turning  his  sights  away  from  very  rewarding  and  challenging  to 
celebrities  and  setting  his  critical  use  materials  that  are  on  the  cusp 
eye  on  us,  the  consumers.  He  con-  of  going  into  a  landfill.  "One  can 
tinues  to  use  the  animal  form  as  a  find  almost  anything  they  need  at 
replacement  for  the  human  figure,  the  dump,"  he  states  "but  there  is 
but  has  abandoned  his  potished  a  lot  of  unpredictability  as  to  what 
su  rfaces  for  a  looser,  more  ex pres-  and  when  something  will  show 
sive  form.  Using  only  materials  up.  This  makes  for  a  very  turbu- 
found  in  the  Public  Disposal  and  lent  way  of  working  but  also  adds 
Recycling  Area,  the  sculptural  a  sense  of  spontaneity."  Both  the 
work  reflects  his  reaction  to  the  unimaginable  material  that  he 
desperate  nature  of  our  culture's  found,  as  well  as  the  material  he 
level  of  waste.  Where  before  his  searched  for  inspired  the  work  cre- 
work  represented  the  front  end  of  ated  during  his  residency, 
consumerism,  meaning  90%  of  his  In  conjunction  with  this  event, 
materials  were  purchased  new,  there  will  be  a  special  exhibition 
this  work  is  more  reflective  of  the  by  student  artist  D.  Cherie  Johnson 
back  end  of  consumerism  where  on  display  in  the  Environmental 
nothing  is  new,  everything  is  Learning  Center  located  at  401 
found.ThisSugarisRawisobses-  Tunnel  Ave.  D.  Cherie  Johnson, 
sively  assembled  like  Hevel's  past  student  artist-in-residence,  will 
work  and  the  emotive  qualities  present  Living  in  Ruins,  a  new  se- 
leave  us,  if  not  laughing  with  guilt,  ries  of  delicately  assembled  sculp- 
at  least  feeling  implicated.  tures  that  portray  a  hopeful  out- 

Pinkie,  a  4-foot  shop-a-holic  look  when  confronting  life  and  de- 
monkey  made  of  bits  of  found  struction.  Cherie's  weather-beaten, 
Styrofoam  has  stolen  a  little  girl's  windswept  pieces  explore  the 
dress  along  with  her  pink  shop-  range  of  human  response  to  liv- 
pingcart.  Loaded  with  everything  ing  in  financial,  spiritual,  and  en- 
princess,  the  monkey  is  sneaking  vironmental  ruin, 
away  hoping  to  be  unnoticed.  In  The  Artist  in  Residence  Program 
EGO,  Hevel  has  chained  an  angry  at  SF  Recycling  &  Disposal,  Inc.  is 
monkey  to  a  sign  made  of  the  let-  a  one-of-a-kind  program  started  in 
ters,  E.G.O.  The  animal  screams  at  1 990  to  encourage  people  to  con- 
the  viewer  hoping  for  someone  to  serve  natural  resources  and  instill 
rescue  it.  Alas,  no  one  does.  in  children  and  adults  an  increased 
Additionally,  Hevel  will  debut  a  appreciation  for  the  environment 
video  and  sculpture  series  of  small  as  well  as  art.  More  than  75  pro- 
works  that  should  make  the  viewer  fessional  Bay  Area  artists  have 
laugh  a  little  at  the  tragic  nanatives  completed  residencies,  Applica- 
marketed  to  children  in  American  tions  are  accepted  annually  (in 
films.  The  piece  titled,  BipityBopity  August)  from  professional  Bay 
Boo,  is  a  playful  new  direction  for  Area  artists. 
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Match  clues  to  answers. 

1.  Earthquake  killed  11,000  here 
on  Dec.  16.. 

2.  Banks  closed  here  Oct.  13  fol- 
lowing a  major  financial  panic. 

3.  Earthquake  here  on  Mar.  21 
killed  more  than  100,000. 

4.  Sworn  in  on  Mar.  4  as  U.S. 
President. 

5.  Started  when  a  July  18  expedi- 
tion left  Fort  Leavenworth. 

6.  France  and  the  United  King- 
dom declared  war  on  Mar.  3. 

7.  On  Nov.  30,  he  became  presi- 
dent of  Mexico. 

8.  Elisha  Otis'  first  elevator  was 
installed  here  on  Mar.  23. 


9.  Mountain  Meadows  massacre 
was  here  on  Sept.  11. 

10.  Officially  part  of  Indian  em- 
pire of  the  British  Raj  on  Nov.  1. 

1 1 .  On  Dec.  31 ,  she  chose  Ottawa, 
Ontario  as  the  capital  of  Canada. 

12.  A  Sept.  12  sinking  off  the 
North  Carolina  coast  killed  425 
people. 

A.  Utah 

B.  Queen  Victoria 

C.  Pakistan 

D.  S.S.  Central  America 

E.  Felix  Maria  Zuloaga 

F.  New  York  City 

G.  New  York 

H.  Naples,  Italy 

I.  Tokyo 

J.  Utah  War 

K.  James  Buchanan 

L.  China 

a-zi 'g-ir>oi  Wd-s 'h-z 
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"Ring  bearers  are  usually  three  to 
seven  years  old. 

"Rhubarb  was  first  grown  in 
Mongolia. 

*In  addition  to  inventing  the  tele- 
phone and  working  with  the  deaf, 
Alexander  Graham  Bell  was  also 
president  of  the  National  Geo- 
graphic Society  from  1896  to  1904. 

The  Belgian  people  are  generally 
divided  into  two  groups:  Flemings 
and  Walloons.  Flemings  live  in  the 
north  and  speak  Dutch;  Walloons 
live  in  the  south  and  speak  French. 

*Hot  water  weighs  more  than  cold. 

*Ifs  said  early  Americans  referred 
to  the  blackberry  as  a  brambleberry. 

The  American  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty  to  Animals  was 
founded  in  1866  by  Henry  Bergh. 

*In  her  left  arm,  the  Statue  of  Lib- 
erty cradles  a  tablet  bearing  the 
date  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence in  Roman  numerals: 
MDCCLXXVI. 

The  city  of  Venice  lies  on  an  island 
in  the  Adriatic  Sea. 

'Cabbages  are  related  to  the  mus- 
tard plant. 


Match  quotes  to  speakers. 

1.  "It's  good  to  have  an  end  to 
journey  toward;  but  if=s  the  jour- 
ney that  matters  in  the  end." 

2.  'The  winds  and  waves  are  al- 
ways on  the  side  of  the  ablest  navi- 
gator." 

3.  "The  persons  hardest  to  con- 
vince they=re  at  the  retirement  age 
are  children  at  bedtime." 

4.  'Happiness  is  a  perfume  which 
you  can=t  pour  on  someone  with- 
out getting  some  on  yourself." 

5.  'History  is  the  discovering  of 
the  constant  and  universal  prin- 
ciples of  human  nature." 

6.  "It 's  useless  to  attempt  to  rea- 
son a  man  out  of  a  thing  he  was 
never  reasoned  into." 

7.  'Nothing  gives  one  person  so 
much  advantage  over  another  as 
to  remain  always  cool  and  un- 
ruffled under  all  circumstances.' 

8.  'Make  sure  that  you  have  fin- 
ished speaking  before  your  audi- 


Child  Lice  Prevention 

With  "Super  Lice"  becoming  resis- 
tant to  toxic  chemicals  and  pesticides, 
doctors  and  nurses  are  recommend- 
ing safe,  natural  products  that  effec- 
tively prevent  and  remove  lice. 

This  year,  the  CDC  estimates  that 
6  to  12  million  children  will  be  in- 
fested with  lice.  Check  and  prevent: 
*Check  hair  weekly  under  a 
bright  light. 

*Comb  through  by  hair  sections— 
around  the  ears,  back  of  neck  and 
part  lines.  Look  for  tiny  bugs  or 
grayish-colored,  rice-sized  nits,  or 
eggs,  that  hang  on  hair  shafts  near 
the  scalp. 

•Instruct  children  not  to  share  hats, 
combs  or  pillows. 

•Keep  long  hair  in  ponytails  or 
braids. 

Use  only  tested  prevention  prod- 
ucts. A  2009  independent  study  by 
Lice  Solutions  Resource  Network, 
a  nonprofit  research  organization  in 
Florida,  confirmed  that  "Rosemary 
Repel  products  have  a  highly  effec- 
tive repelling  effect  in  protecting 
children's  hair  from  lice." 

Nevertheless,  should  an  infesta- 
tion occur,  the  all-natural  Lice 
Good-Bye  removal  system  uses 
yeast  enzymes  to  dissolve  nit  "glue" 
so  nits  wash  out  easily  without 
harmful,  lice-resistant  chemicals. 

For  a  free  Facts  of  Lice  booklet,  visit 
www.fairytaleshaircare.com.  naps 

Peronalize  a  Button  at 
Valley  Branch  Library 

Make  a  personalized  button  to 
decorate  your  bags,  jackets,  shirts, 
hats,  etc.  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  2  at 
the  Visitacion  Valley  Branch  Li- 
brary, 45  Leland  Ave. 

Go  back  to  school  in  style!  FYI: 
The  buttons  are  1-1/4  inches  in  di- 
ameter, so  think  small!  Ages  12  to 
18.  For  information  or  to  register, 
contact  Abby  at  (415)355-2848  or 
aharwood^sfpl.org. 


Valley  free  listings  in  the  41 5  area  code 
Call  the  Grapevine  at  (415)  467-9300 

AQUARIUM 

DRAGON  01Y  AQUARUM  144  LetaidAve.  3334598 
AUTOMOTIVE 

BAYSHOREAUTO.  2260  Bayshore  BM .  467-6130 
BAYSHORE  SERVICE  2596  Bays/nre  BNd .  239-5239 
BROTHERS  AUTO  BODY.  2520  Bayshore  Brvd 
CHARLIES  GARAGE  2560  Bayshore  BM  23*7450 
TW  AUTOMOTIVE .  2500  Bayshore  BM .  5855281 
BANK 

BANK  OF  AMERICA  6  Leland  A* ,  6224501 
BAKERS 

LITTLE  0U1AP0BAHE  SHOP.  169  LefartfAve .  239-2253 
BARBERS 

BARBERSHOP  3570  San  Bruno  Ave.  724-4398 
EMMA  S  HAIR  SALON.  35  Leland  Ave .  587-7429 
THE  SHOP  (JB).  160A  Leland  Ave  ,  2396709 
BEAUTICIANS 

AS  YOU  R.  170  Leland  Ave ,  756-1450 
BODY  SOUL  &  SPIRIT.  222  Leland  Ave ,  333-7261 
CONNIE  S  HAIR  2436  Bayshore  BM  5866288 
HONG  KONG  HAIR  4  NAIL  BEAUTY  SALON.  199 
Leland  Ave,  333-1005 
NAILS  BY  JENNY.  50  Leland  Ave ,  3336800 
SHERRY  BEAUTY  SALON.  60  Leland  Ave ,  337-9381 
BLIND  CLEANING 

SPEEDY  ULTRASONIC  BUND  CLEANING  (oowmeroat 
andrestJerial).  1116  Grard  St.  467-7506 
BOARDING  HOUSE 

ABLE'S  CAS4, 850  Rutland  St,  3334664,  lax  3334693 
BOOKKEEPERS 

AMYARAGON.  PROFESSIONAL  BOOKKEEPER. 
467-8927 

VERNA  WALLACE  E A.  2320  Bayshore  EM .  239-5333 
CARPETS 

HANSAN  INTERIORS.  41  Leiand  Ave ,  3336382 
CHURCHES 

CHURCH  OF  THE  VISITACION.  655  Sunnydale 
Ave,  494-5517,  fax 494-5513 
IGLESIA  EL  ESPIRITU  SANTO.  38  Leland  Ave 
KOREAN  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH.  333 
Tunnel  Ave.  468-1213 

RIDGE  VIEW  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  590 
Leland  Ave  ,  239-5457 

S  T  JAMES  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  240  Leland  Ave 
5866381 

VAUSYBAPTlSTCWRCHJ&RayrnrtiAve..  4676055 
VISITACION  CHINESE  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  8  Desmond 
Si,  3334503 
COFFEE 

DWDLESnCK  COFFEE,  21 55  BaysforeBW ,  467-2442 
HAPPY  DONUT  2600  Bayshore  BM ,  469-5309 
JOELELAND  CAFE  28  Leland  Ave 
CREDIT  UNON 

NORTHEAST  COMMUNITY  FEDERAL  CREDITUNION, 

29  Leland  Ave,  4346738 

DAYCARE 

CAROUSEL  DAY  CARE.  261  Hahn  St.  469-5353 
DENTIST 

VISITACION  VALLEY  DENTAL  OFFICE  (Albert  Kuan. 

DOS).  37  Leland  Ave .  239-5500 

DEVELOPERS 


FORTY-NINER  CLEANERS .  51  Leland  Ave ,  2396418 

LELAND  AVENUE  CLEANERS.  151  LefandAve ,  596-1412 

VALLEY  LAUNDRY.  90  Lfltand  Ave 

VISITACION  VALLEY  LAUNDRY.  108  Ldand  Ave ,  239- 

9030 

LEARN  NG 

FIRST  PLACE  7  START.  1252  Sunnydate  Ave ,  333- 
2659 

HERITAGE  HOMES  CHILD  AND  FAMILY  DEVELOP- 
MENT CENTER.  245  Rey  St .  5866700 
JOHN  KJNG  CHILD  AND  FAMILY  DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER.  500  Raymond  Ave  .333-1375 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  BEACON 
CENTER.  450  Raymond  Ave ,  4524907 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
CHILDRENS  PROGRAMS.  103  Tucker  Ave  .  467- 
5565 

VISITACION  VALLEY  FAMILY  SCHOOL.  325  Leland 

Ave,  585-9320 

LIBRARY 

VISTTAQON  VALLEY  BRANCH.  45  Leland  Ave .  239-5270 
MANUFACTURER 

SEE'S  CANDIES.  INC  345  Stfiwem  St 
MEDICAL 

AMERICAN  RED  CROSS.  BAY  AREA  CHAPTER 

1704  Sunnydale  Ave ,  584-3620 

HAWKINS  VILLAGE  MEDICAL  CLINIC  (Dept  01  Pubic 

Health).  1099  Sunnydale  Ave,  Appomtments  7156310 

DR  SAM  HO.  MD.  2858  San  Bruno  Ave ,  337-6135 

NEW  CARNIVALACUPRESSURE  HEALTH  CENTER 

2458  Bayshore  BM ,  337-8100 

NORTH  EAST  MEDICAL  SERVICES.  LELAND 

AVENUE.  82  Leland  Ave  ,  39 1  -9686  (ask  for  Leland 

Avenue  clinic) 

PORTOLA  FOOT  &  ANKLE  CUNIC  (Dr  Divyang  Patf) 

2858  San  Bruno  Ave  467-7500 

NOTARY 

ROYAL  PACIFIC  MORTGA  GE  46  Leland  Ave ,  3334900 
ORGANIZATIONS 

ASIAN  PACIFIC  AMERICAN  COMMUNITY  CENTER. 
2442  Bayshore  Blvd ,  587-2689 
WILUEL  BROWN.  JR  TEEN  CENTER  1652  Sunnydale 
Ave  .  584-6099 

GENEVA  TERRACE  PROPERTY  OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION,  60  Burr  Ave ,  584-2700 
GIRLS  AFTER  SCHOOL  ACADEMY.  2050 
Sunnydale  Ave ,  333  Schwerin  St .  5844044 
JOHN  KING  SENIOR  COMMUNITY.  500  Raymond 
Ave ,  239-6233 

LELAND  HOUSE.  141  Leland  Ave ,  405-2000 
ROCK  (Real  Options  for  City  Kids),  590  Leland  Ave 
3334001 

SUNNYDALE  BOYS  &  GIRLS  CLUB,  1652  Sunnydale 
Ave  584-5028 

SUNNYDALE  DEVELOPMENT  COO  OFFICE.  1652 

Sunnydale  Ave  841-1683 

VISITACION  VALLEY  SENIOR  CENTER.  66 

Raymond  Ave ,  4674499 

PHARMACY 

VISITAQON  VALLEY  PHARMACY.  100  Leland  Ave 
239-5811 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

WALTER  CORBIN  PHOTOGRAPHY  (freelanoe).  435 


VISTAQON  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT  Sawyer  Si,  587-9471,  fax  3376620 


CORPORATION.  1099  Sunnydate  Ave .  587-7396 
i  ELECTRICAL 

i  TATE  ELECTRIC  (Joel  Tate)  4674657 
FLOORS 

TEDDY  Bs  HARDWOOD  FLOORS.  309-6342 
FLORISTS 

IL  FIORE  FLOWERS.  2466  San  Bruno  Ave  4686145 
GARDEN  ORNAMENTS 

SILVESTRI  GARDEN  ORNAMENTS.  2635 

Bayshore  Blvd  .  239-5990 

GROCERS 

CASA  LOPEZ  PRODUCE.  58  Leland  Ave .  5864745 
E-Z  STOP  MARKET.  2203  Geneva  Ave .  585-9240 
FTVEMJLE  MARKET.  3574  San  Bruno  Ave,  467-7300 
LALOMA  PRODUCE  U2. 65  Leland  Ave.,  239-7520 
LITTLE  VILLAGE  MARKET,  1450  Sunnydate  Ave ,  586- 
1815 

M&M  SHORTSTOP.  2145  Geneva  Ave ,  585-0878 

PICCOLO  PETE.  2155  Bayshore  Blvd .  468-6800 

7-11,  2200  Bayshore  Blvd ,  468-8646 

SHUN  LEE  MARKET.  2400  Bayshore  Blvd ,  586- 

4851 

TEDDY  S  MARKET.  298  Teddy  Ave 
HERBS 

SAN  ON  HERBS.  33-A  Leland  Ave  333-7469 
HYPNOTHERAPY 

VALERIE  HABEGGER-HYPNOTHERAPY.  371  Teddy 

Ave,  468-5631 

INSURANCE 

EDIE  EPPS  (AHE  INSURANCE).  467-0236,  Fax  467- 
0276 

ROBERT  LEHMAN.  OJC  (Blue  Cross).  3336850 
KITCHEN  CABWETS 

LEE  CHANG  INTERNATIONAL  25  Leland  Ave.  333- 
2730 

LANDSCAPING 

SAN  FRANOSCO  LANDSCAPES  (Uc  tt  932022). 

256  Talbert  St .  585-9137  sflandscapes  com 

LAUNDRY/CLEANERS 

BAY  WASH.  44  Leland  Ave 

OTY  WASH,  83  Leland  Ave.  333-9467 

CONWASH  &  DRY  LAUNDRY.  186  Letand  Ave 


PLUMBNG 

MARK  VOELKER  PLUMBNG.  99Arteta  Ave ,  467-7401 
POST  OFFICE 

VISITAQON  USPO.  68  Leland  Ave ,  (800)  275-8777 
REAL  ESTATE 

JUSTYNA  TO.  (Realtor.  CoWwe//  Banker),  830-1235 
LaFLUE-WALTON  &  ASSOCIATES.  2428  Bayshore 
Blvd  .  587-8683 

CATHY  KLINE  SAUNDERS  (Zephyr  Real  Estate).  215 
West  Portal  Ave  731-5011  ex  163 
RESTAURANTS 

BAYSIDE  CAFE.  2011  Bayshore  Blvd ,  467-2023 
HAPPY  FAMLY  FAST  FOOD.  107  Leland  Ave.  3336999 
G&L  BAKERY  &  RESTAURANT.  198  Leland  Ave . 
239-6283 

LUAN  FAT  BAKERY.  110  Leland  Ave..  585-1167 
NAYANT  TAQUERJA .  98  Leland  Ave ,  587-7721 
TWO  JACK  S,  167  Leland  Ave ,  3376433 
SCULPTOR 

CARrOR/6WALS(MikalCartor),  2Hahn  &,  2394138 
SELF-DEVELOPMENT 

DYNAMIC  DEVELOPMENTS  (Marjone  Ann  Williams. 
CEO,  Career  and  Sefl-Enranoemsrits  Speoatel)  467-7608 
SERVICE  PROVIDERS 

CLAERPROJECT,  1099  Sunnydale  Ave .  Sle  323. 
333-3017.  fax  587-7481 
THE  VILLAGE.  1099  Sunnydate  Ave,  239-5045 
VISITAQON  VALLEY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OUTREACH 
CENTER,  57  Leland  Ave 

VISITACION  VALLEY  BILINGUAL  EDUCATION. 
SUPPORTIVE  SERVICES  &  TRAINING.  120LelandAve 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
(VVCC).  50  Raymond  Ave  .  467-6400 
VVCC  FAMILY  &  COMMUNITY  SERVICES 
CENTER.  161  Leland  Ave  ,586-6998,  Fax  586-8027 
VISITAQON  VALLEY  BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 
AND  OUTREACH  TO  MERCHANTS  (VVBOOM). 
91  Leland  Ave  ,  585  2338 
TELEPHONE 

D&A  WIRELESS.  78 Lefcrxl Ave . 4524 1 39 
VARIETY 

GOLDEN  99  CENTS  ZONE.  5-7  Leiand  Ave,  3330923 
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ence  has  finished  listening." 

S T  ™S^e;  J°bs  in  City  Created  Using  Federal  Stimulus  Resources 


SEPTEMBER  2004 

"Students  at  The  Club  Afterschool 
Program  at  Visitacion  Valley 
Community  Center  began  their  first 
harvest  season. 

*Four  of  five  people  speeding  down 
a  hill  on  Mansell  Street  in  a  black 
Ford  Mustang  were  killed  on  July 
26  after  the  driver  lost  control  and 
smashed  into  a  tree  while  attempt- 
ing a  left  turn  at  Goettingen  Street. 


promissory  note; 
today  is  only  the  cash  you  have, 
so  spend  it  wisely.' 

A.  Shannon  Fife 

B.  Jonathan  Swift 

C.  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 

D.  Ursula  LeGuin 

E.  Dorothy  Samoff 

F.  Thomas  Jefferson 

G.  Kay  Lyons 

H.  Edward  Gibbon 

I.  David  Hume 

'0-6'3-8-d-Z 
9-9  -I-S  O-t  -  V-C  'H  Z  'Q  l  '-sj^nsuv 


Mayor  Newsom  on  Aug.  12  an- 
nounced a  new  initiative,  JOBS 
NOW,  to  put  1,000  San  Franciscans 
back  to  work  using  $25  million  in 
federal  stimulus  funding.  The  pro- 
gram began  a  pilot  phase  in  May 


successful  transitional  jobs  programs 
already  in  place  at  San  Francisco's 
Human  Services  Agency  (HSA), 
which  are  designed  to  help  unem- 
ployed individuals  address  barriers 


Sump,  the  Grump 


It's  not^ 
what  you 
care  what  I 
thir*.  it's 
what  I  care 
IthnM 


of  placing  1,000  participants  in  jobs 
between  May  2009  and  September 

2010. 

Specifically,  individuals  who 
have  a  child  and  an  income  of  less 

than  200  percent  of  the  federal  pov-  to  employment,  develop  skills,  gain 
and  has  already  placed  almost  200  erty  ievel  are  eligible  for  the  pro-  wor-k  experience  and  progress  to- 

WS[   *  o  •  g™™  The  200  percent  of  poverty 

ie  Amencan  Reinvestment  and  income  Limit  represents  a  monthly 

income  of  about  $3,000  for  a  fam- 
ily of  three  (annual  income  of  about 
$36,000).  In  short,  if  you  are  a  per- 
son who  has  a  child  (whether  liv- 
if!  ^!      whl^n  provides  ted-  jng  wjm  vou  or  noi)  ancj  are 

S rJS! ^  H  .forJ80P^rcentof  employed  and  looking  for  work,  through  the  Human  Services  Agency 
mecostsofsubsicuzedemployment  you  wil,  be  eligible  for  a  job  One  Stop  Career  Centers, 

*  through  the  JOBS  NOW  program. 
The  JOBS  NOW  program  also  ben- 
efits local  employers  by  providing  a 
pool  of  qualified  workers  and  by 
subsidizing  100  percent  of  their 
wages  until  September  30,  2010 
(when  the  federal  funding  expires). 
JOBS  NOW  builds  upon  several 


Recovery  Act  (ARRA)  includes  $5 
billion  nationwide  to  create  the  Tem- 
porary Assistance  to  Needy  Families 
Emergency  Contingency  Fund 


ward  self-sufficiency.  After  leaving 
JOBS  NOW,  participants  will  exit  the 
program  with  a  stable  employment 
history,  leaving  them  better  posi- 
tioned to  obtain  an  un subsidized  job 
when  the  stimulus  period  ends. 
Participants  will  be  recruited 


programs.  California  will  receive 
$1.8  billion  in  federal  funds  to  pass 
through  to  counties  for  this  program. 

San  Francisco  will  use  almost  $25 
million  of  this  federal  stimulus  fund- 
ing to  significantly  expand  subsi- 
dized employment  opportunities  for 
those  looking  for  work,  with  a  goal 


commu- 
nity-based organizations  and  by 
employers  themselves.  All  potential 
participants  will  be  referred  to  HSA 
and  will  be  screened  for  eligibility.  In- 
terested participants  can  apply  to 
enroll  in  JOBS  NOW  by  calling  1 -877- 
JOB1  NOW  or  31 1  or  by  visiting  the 
HSA  website  at  www.sfhsa.org. 


IRS  Alerts  Public  to  Identity  Theft  Scams 


WASHINGTON  -  The  Internal 
Revenue  Service  reminds  consum- 
ers to  avoid  identity  theft  scams  that 
use  the  IRS  name,  logo  or  Web  site 
in  an  attempt  to  convince  taxpay- 
ers that  the  scam  is  a  genuine  com- 
munication from  the  IRS.  Scammers 
may  use  other  federal  agency 
names,  such  as  the  U.S.  Department 
of  the  Treasury. 

In  an  identity  theft  scam,  a  fraud- 
ster, often  posing  as  a  trusted  gov- 
ernment, financial  or  business  insti- 
tution or  official,  tries  to  trick  a  vic- 
tim into  revealing  personal  and  fi- 
nancial information,  such  as  credit 
card  numbers  and  passwords,  bank 
account  numbers  and  passwords. 
Social  Security  numbers  and  more 
Generally,  identity  thieves  use 
someone's  personal  data  to  steal  his 
or  her  financial  accounts,  run  up 
charges  on  the  victim's  existing 
credit  cards,  apply  for  new  loans, 
credit  cards,  services  or  benefits  in 
the  victim's  name  and  even  file 
fraudulent  tax  returns. 

The  scams  may  take  place 
through  e-mail,  fax  or  phone.  When 
they  take  place  via  e-mail,  they  are 
called  "phishing"  scams. 

The  IRS  does  not  discuss  tax  ac- 
count matters  with  taxpayers  by  e- 
mail. 

The  IRS  urges  consumers  to  avoid 
falling  for  the  following  recent 
schemes: 

Making  Work  Pay  Refund 

This  phishing  e-mail,  which 
claims  to  come  from  the  IRS,  refer- 
ences the  president  and  the  Mak- 
ing Work  Pay  provision  of  the  2009 
economic  recovery  law.  It  says  that 
there  is  a  refundable  credit  available 
to  workers,  consumers  and  retirees 
that  can  be  paid  into  the  recipient's 
bank  account  if  the  recipient  regis- 
ters their  account  information  with 
the  IRS.  The  e-mail  contains  links 
to  register  the  account  and  to  claim 
the  tax  refund 

In  reality,  most  taxpayers  receive 
their  Making  Work  Pay  tax  credit, 
which  was  designed  for  wage  earn- 
ers, in  their  paychecks  as  a  result  of 


decreased  tax  withholding,  nol  as  .i 
lump  sum  distribution  /rom  a  fed- 
eral fund  Additionally,  consumers 
and  retirees  who  are  not  wage  earn- 
ers are  not  eligible  for  this  tax  credit 
Inherited  Funds  /  Lottery  Win- 
nings /  Cash  Consignment 

In  this  phishing  scheme,  recipi- 
ents receive  an  e-mail  claiming  to 
come  from  the  U.S.  Department  of 
the  Treasury  notifying  them  that 
they  will  receive  millions  of  dollars 
in  recovered  funds  or  lottery  win- 
nings or  cash  consignment  if  they 
provide  certain  personal  informa- 
tion, including  phone  numbers,  via 
return  e-mail.  The  e-mail  may  be 
just  the  first  step  in  a  multi-step 
scheme,  in  which  the  victim  is  later 
contacted  by  telephone  or  further 
e-mail  and  instructed  to  deposit 
taxes  on  the  funds  or  winnings  be- 
fore they  can  receive  any  of  it.  Al- 
ternatively, they  may  be  sent  a 
phony  check  of  the  funds  or  win- 
nings and  told  to  deposit  it  but  pay 
10  percent  in  taxes  or  fees.  Think- 
ing that  the  check  must  have  cleared 
the  bank  and  is  genuine,  some 
people  comply.  However,  the 
scammers,  not  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, will  get  the  taxes  or  fees. 
Form  W-8BEN 

In  this  scam,  fraudsters  modify  a 
genuine  IRS  form,  the  W-8BEN, 
Certificate  of  Foreign  Status  of  Ben- 
eficial Owner  for  United  States  Tax 
Withholding,  to  request  detailed 
personal  and  financial  information. 
This  could  include  nationality,  pass- 
port number,  bank  account  and  PIN 
numbers,  spouse's  name  and 
mother's  maiden  name,  or  other 
personal  or  financial  information  or 
security  measures  for  financial  ac- 
counts. The  scammers  may  use  the 
genuine  form  number  and  name  or 
may  make  up  a  new  form  number, 
such  asW-4100B2. 

They  either  email  or  fax  the  form 
or  letter.  If  only  a  letter,  the  letter  it- 
self contains  the  request  for  the  per- 
sonal and  financial  information.  The 
letter,  which  claims  to  come  from 
the  IRS,  states  that  the  recipient  will 


face  additional  taxes  unless  he  or 
slu-  quickly  faxes  the  required  in- 
formation to  the  number  provided 
by  the  scammer. 

In  reality,  taxpayers  file  the  genu- 
ine Form  W-8BEN  with  their  finan- 
cial institutions,  not  with  the  IRS. 
Additionally,  the  genuine  W-8BEN 
does  not  request  the  taxpayer's 
passport  number,  bank  account 
number,  security  or  similar  infor- 
mation. 
Refund  Scam 

The  bogus  e-mail,  which  claims 
to  come  from  the  IRS,  tells  the  re- 
cipient that  he  or  she  is  eligible  to 
receive  a  tax  refund  for  a  given 
amount.  It  instructs  the  recipient  to 
click  on  a  link  contained  in  the  e- 
mail  to  access  and  complete  a  form 
for  the  tax  refund.  The  form  requires 
the  entry  of  personal  and  financial 
information.  The  refund  scam  is  the 
most  common  one  seen  by  the  IRS. 
Several  recent  variations  on  this 
scam  have  claimed  to  come  from 
the  Exempt  Organizations  area  of 
the  IRS.  Some  others  have  included 
the  name  and  purported  signature 
of  a  genuine  or  a  made-up  IRS  ex- 
ecutive. 

Taxpayers  do  not  have  to  complete 
a  special  form  to  obtain  a  refund. 
Taxpayer  refunds  are  based  on  the 
tax  return  they  submit  to  the  IRS. 
How  to  Spot  a  Scam 

Many  e-mail  scams  are  fairly  so- 
phisticated and  hard  to  detect. 
However,  there  are  signs  to  watch 
for,  such  as  an  e-mail  that: 

"Requests  detailed  or  an  unusual 
amount  of  personal  and/or  finan- 
cial information,  such  as  name,  SSN, 
bank  or  credit  card  account  num- 
bers or  security-related  information, 
such  as  mother's  maiden  name,  ei- 
ther in  the  email  itself  or  on  another 
site  to  which  a  link  in  the  email 
sends  the  recipient. 

*Dangles  bait  to  get  the  recipient 
to  respond  to  the  email,  such  as 
mentioning  a  tax  refund  or  offering 
to  pay  the  recipient  to  participate 
in  an  IRS  survey. 

Threatens  a  consequence  for  not 
responding  to  the  email,  such  as 
additional  taxes  or  blocking  access 


to  the  recipient's  funds. 
*Gets  the  Internal  Revenue  Service 
or  other  federal  agency  names 
wrong. 

'Uses  incorrect  grammar  or  odd 
phrasing  (many  of  the  e-mail 
scams  originate  overseas  and  are 
written  by  non-native  English 
speakers). 

*Usesa  really  long  address  in  any 
link  contained  in  the  email  mes- 
sage or  one  that  does  not  start  with 
the  actual  IRS  Web  site  address 
(www.irs.gov).  To  see  the  actual 
link  address,  or  url,  move  the 
mouseover  the  link  included  in  the 
text  of  the  email. 
What  to  Do 

The  I RS  does  not  initiate  taxpayer 
contact  via  unsolicited  email  or  ask 
for  personal  identifying  or  financial 
information  via  email.  If  you  re- 
ceive a  suspicious  email  claiming 
to  come  from  the  IRS,  take  the  fol- 
lowing steps: 

*Do  not  open  any  attachments  to 
the  email,  in  case  they  contain  ma- 
licious code  that  will  infect  your 
computer. 

*Do  not  click  on  any  links,  for  the 
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same  reason.  Also,  be  aware  that 
the  links  often  connect  to  a  phony 
IRS  Website  that  appears  authen- 
tic and  then  prompts  the  victim  tor 
personal  identifiers,  bank  or  credit 
card  account  numbers  or  PINs 
The  phony  Web  sites  appear  legiti- 
mate because  the  appearance  and 
much  of  the  content  are  directly 
copied  from  an  actual  page  on  the 
IRS  Web  site  and  then  modified 
by  the  scammers  for  their  own 
purposes. 

•Contact  the  IRS  at  1-800-829- 
1 040  to  determine  whether  the  IRS 
is  trying  to  contact  you. 

"Forward  the  suspicious  e-mail  or 
url  address  to  the  IRS  mailbox 
phishingfiirs.gov,  then  delete  thee 
mail  from  your  inbox. 
Genuine  IRS  Web  site 

The  only  genuine  IRS  Web  site  is 
IRS.gov.  All  IRS.gov  Web  page  ad- 
dresses begin  with  http//wwwirsgov/ 
.  Anyone  wishing  to  access  the  IRS 
Web  site  should  initiate  contact  by  typ- 
ing the  IRS.gov  address  into  their 
Internet  address  window,  rather  than 
clicking  on  a  link  in  an  email. 


Saturdays  are  Special  at  Randall  Museum 


The  Randall  Museum  offers  drop- 
in,  hands-on  art  and  science  work- 
shopsevery  Saturday  from  1  to4p.m 
at  199  Museum  Way  (off  Roosevelt, 
above  the  Castro).  Workshops  are  $3 

Free  Saturday  Class  at 
Garden  for  Environment 

Free  Saturday  Urban  Composting 
classes  will  be  offered  from  10  a.m. 
to  12  noon  on  Sept.  12  at  Garden 
for  the  Environment,  San  Fran- 
cisco's organic  demonstration  gar- 
den at  7th  Avenue  and  Lawton 
Street. 

Since  it's  founding  in  1990,  the  gar- 
den has  operated  as  a  demonstra- 
tion site  for  small-scale  urban  eco- 
logical food  production,  organic 
gardening,  compost  education  and 
low  water-use  landscaping.  To  pre 
register,  call  (41 5)  731  -5627,  or  email 
info^'gardenfortheenvironmenLorg. 
The  Garden  for  the  Environment  is 
Wheelchair  accessible. 


per  child;  $5  for  a  parent  and  child 
combo.  All  kids  under  8  must  be  with 
a  paying  adult  Call  554-9600  for  fur- 
ther information. 

*Sept.  5:  Experience  the  magic  of 
paper  marbling  as  you  make 
marbled  greeting  cards  using  shav- 
ing cream  and  liquid  watercolor. 

"Sept  12:  Create  your  own  special 
talking  stick 

"Sept.  19:  Explore  abstract  compo- 
sition as  you  make  a  colorful  collage 
with  origami  paper. 

"Sept.  26.  Delve  into  shape  and 
color  on  a  guided  painting  journey. 

Other  regular  Saturday  activities 
include: 

•Morning  Family  Ceramics  from  10 
to  1 1:30  a.m.  ($5  per  person  work- 
shop fee) 

*Meet  the  Animals  from  11:15  a.m. 
to  12  noon. 

*Animal  Feeding  at  12  noon. 
•Golden  Gate  Model  Railroad  Club 
Exhibit  from  1 1  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 


Viiitftclon  Valley  Family  and  Community  Service*  Center 


We  Can  Help  You! 

Complete  Immigration  documents,  assist  with  SF  County  paperwork 
(Medi-Cal,  Welfare,  etc.) ,  education  workshops,  referrals  to  other  services 


Drop-in 
Art  Class 

Children  will  learn, 
Explore  and  Create 

Every  Thursday, 
September  3, 10, 17  and  24 
3:30  to  5:30  p.m. 

Please  call  586-6998  to  sign  up. 


Drop-In  Consultation  with 
Mental  Health  Consultant 

Monday.  Tuesday,  Wednesday 
September  1  to  30, 
10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

Our  mental  health  consultant 
can  help  you  and  your  family  by 
providing  information  and  referrals 
to  get  supportive  services. 

Please  call  (415)  342-4364 
to  make  an  appointment. 


Every  Wednesday 

September  2,  9,  16  and  23 
6  to  8  p.m. 

Men's  Classes 

Facilitated  by 
Before  The  After 
FREE  Refreshments 


Free  Food 
Distribution 

Every  Monday, 
1  -  2  p.m. 
September  7, 14, 21  and  28 
Emergency  food  box 
available  anytime. 
Call  (415)  586-6998, 
Monday-Friday, 
9  a.m.-5  p.m. 


September  2009  Activities 

held  at  161  Leland  Avenue 

Enhanced  Information  and  Referral 

Every  Monday  Through  Friday 
September  1  to  30,  9:30  a.m.  -  5:30  p.m. 

Parent  Education  Workshops 

Thursday,  September  17,  4:30  to  6  p.m. 

Support  Group  for  Parents 

Thursday,  September  24,  4:30  to  6  p.m. 

In  Service  Spanish  Support  Group 

Call  (415)  586-6998  for  information 

All  events  will  have  Chinese  and  Spanish  translation. 


Family  and  Community  Services  Center  staff: 

Marichelle  Punzalan,  Jenny  Sosa, 
Kevin  Blackwell,  Jack  Kwong,  Molly  Hassler 


161  Leland  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
Tel:  (41 5)  586-6998  Fax  (41 5)  586-8027 


12  •  SEPTEMBER  2009  •  VISJTACION  VALLEY  GRAPEVINE 


I  have  been  studying 


Visitacion  Valley 
,  for  a  long  Time. 


Cathy  Kline  Saunders 


For  All  Your  Real  Estate  Needs,  Call 
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